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‘PROBABLY 
THE FINEST 
ACHIEVEMENT IN 
THE HISTORY OF 
RECORDED SOUND’ 


The Bible contains some of the world’s finest literature. Now, 
the incomparable words of the Old Testament have been 
recorded by Sir Laurence Olivier. This, in itself, makes the 
album of twelve long-playing records one of the finest achieve- 
ments in recorded sound. 

As a background to this masterpiece, there is music derived 
from ancient Hebrew sources. This superb musical tapestry 
from the Holy Land, was made possible by a team of artists, 
musicologists and technicians who spent several months in 
Israel searching for previously unearthed folk-music and chants 
which had never before been recorded. Countless rare 
scores and manuscripts were brought back to Britain, leading 
Israeli composers were especially commissioned to write new 
works and world-famous orchestras, conductors, soloists and 
choral groups, were assembled and took part in the project. 
The Living Bible has taken over three years to produce. 
1,023 hours were, in fact, spent in the recording studios alone. 
This first record, which we have called “In the Beginning”, 
opens with a long horn note, bringing to mind the sound of 
the ‘‘Shofar’’ (ram’s horn). This is the most ancient and 
sacred musical instrument in the Jewish religion and is still in 
ritual use today. I feel certain that you will find The Living 
Bible an unforgettable listening experience. 
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1. In the beginning:... 


SIR LAURENCE OLIVIER 


reads from the Old Testament, Authorised (King James) Version 


Presented by 


DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS Jr 


Adapted by 
LORD ABERDARE 


in conjunction with The Rev. E.C. D. Stanford (British & Foreign Bible Society ) 


COMMENDED BY 


The Archbishop of York The Moderator of the General Assembly 
The Bishops of London, Durham, Manchester, Chichester, and Blackburn of the Church of Scotland 

The General Secretary of The Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland The Chief Rabbi 

The Secretary of The Congregational Union of England and Wales The Archbishop of Wales 

The Secretary of The Methodist Conference Dr. Billy Graham 


The General Secretary of The Presbyterian Church of England 
The General Secretary of The British Council of Churches 
The General Secretary of The Free Church Federal Council 


Production directed by Musical research and supervision by 


FIONA BENTLEY CYRIL ORNADEL 


The Authorised Version is Crown Copyright and extracts herein are reproduced with permission 


THE MUSIC ON THIS REC ORD in order of performance 


SIDE ONE SIDE TWO 


Horn Introduction Suite ‘From Israel’ (excerpts) Paul Ben-Haim 
The Gadna Symphonic Orchestra 
Conducted by Shalom Ronli-Riklis 


, ‘Bnott Israel’ Shoshana Shapira 
‘Creation’ Composed by Dudley Cohen Sung by Noreen Willett 

Men’s ‘a cappella’ voices in unison The Zemel Choir 

Men’s ‘a cappella’ voices in harmony The Zemel Choir 


Music for Strings (1st MOVEMENT) Paul Ben-Haim 
“Tismoret Hamuzika’ Conducted by Zeev Amiram 


‘Fanfare to Israel’ (Excerpts) Paul Ben-Haim 


The Gadna Symphonic Orchestra 


“En Kelohenu' Composed by D udley Cohen Conducted by Shalom Ronli-Riklis 


The Zemel Choir 


Study for Flute Solo Habib Touma 
Flute: Gerald Jackson 


“En Kelohenw’ Composed by Dudley Cohen FOCOM 
The Zemel Choir ^ 


NORLANTIC 
production 


N THE BEGINNING God created the heaven and 


the earth. 
And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was 


THE 


BOOK upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon 
OF the face of the waters. 
GENESIS And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 


And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the 
light from the darkness. 

And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 
AND God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the 
waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. 

And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which 
were under the firmament from the waters which were above 
the firmament: and it was so. 

And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and 
the morning were the second day. 

AND God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered 
together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it 
was SO. 

And God called the dry land Earth: and the gathering together 
of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good. 
And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding 
seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose 
seed 1s in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. 

And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after 
his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, 
after his kind; and God saw that it was good. 

And the evening and the morning were the third day. 

AND God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of heaven 
to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and 
for seasons, and for days, and years. 

And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to 
give light upon the earth: and it was so. 

And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the 
day, and the lesser light to rule the night; he made the stars 
also. 

And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light 
upon the earth. 

And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the 
light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good. 

And the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 

AND God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the 
moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the 
earth in the open firmament of heaven. 

And God created great whales, and every living creature that 
moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their 
kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that 
it was good. 

And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 
fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. 
And the evening and the morning were the fifth day. 

AND God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature 
after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth 
after his kind: and it was so. 

And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle 
after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth 
after his kind; and God saw that it was good. 

AND God said, Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the Kan and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth. 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
created he him; male and female created he them. 

And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 
AND God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing 
seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in 
which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for 
meat. 
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m this second record of The Living Bible—a 12-record set of 
. readings from the Old Testament—Sir Laurence Olivier tells 


ー Ladder. O 

Paul Ben-Haim is one of Israel’s most famous composers. He 
was chosen to create part of the musical background to The 
Living Bible not only because of the greatness and deep spiritual 
content of his work, but also because of its distinctly Israeli 
Son es ; music full of the idiom and atmosphere of the Holy 

and. 0 | 
All the music for The Living Bible stems from the Holy Land. 


Some of it is modern—specially commissioned from composers 


of the stature of Ben-Haim; some of it is ancient—folk-themes 
re-discovered and recorded for the first time on these records. 
All of it has been chosen to help communicate—in the way that 
only music can—the true mood and spirit of the Old Testament. 
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SIR LAURENCE OLIVIER 


reads from the Old ‘Testament, Authorised (King James) Version 
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THE MUSIC ON THIS RECORD in order of performance 


SIDE ONE 

“Poeme? Paul Ben-Haim 

Harp: John Marson se 

Concertino for Trumpet Josef Kaminski 

The Gadna Symphonic Orchestra Conducted by Shalom Ronli-Riklis 
Trumpet: Andre Yavetz | 
*Ahava' Shoshana Shapira 

Sung by Ursula Connors and Noreen Willett 

*Celebration Paul Ben-Haim 

The Gadna Symphonic Orchestra Conducted by Shalom Ronli-Riklis 
*Poeme' (REPRISE) Paul Ben-Haim 

Harp: John Marson _ o 

Pastorale Variee (VARIATION 5) Paul Ben-Haim 

The Camerit Ensemble Conducted by Ytamar Safir 

Clarinet: Sidney Fell ,. 

Music for Strings (4TH MOVEMENT) Paul Ben-Haim 


"Tismoret Hamuzika’ Conducted by Zeev Amiram 


Pastorale Variee (varıarıon 4) Paul Ben-Haim 
The Camerit Ensemble Conducted by Ytamar Safir 
Clarinet: Sidney Fell 


SIDE TWO 


Poeme? Paul Ben-Haim 


: Harp: John Marson 


Concertino for String Quartet Oedoen Partos 
Reviiyat Kleymetar | 

Concerto for Strings and Flute Menahem Avidom 
The Yisgav Symphony Orchestra 


. Conducted by Shimon Ben-Orr 


Flute: Gerald Jackson 


‘Song of Songs’ Paul Ben-Haim 
The Gadna Symphonic Orchestra 
Conducted by Shalom Ronli-Riklis 
‘Tarantella’ Josef Kaminski 

The Gadna Symphonic Orchestra 
Conducted by Shalom Ronli-Riklis 
Trumpet: Andre Yavetz 


NORLANTIC - 


production 


THE BOOK OF GENESIS Chapter 12 


OW THE LORD had said unto Abram, 
Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and from thy 
father’s house, unto a land that I 
will show thee: 


And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 

And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that 
curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be 
blessed. 

And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and 
all their substance that they had gathered, and they went forth 
to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan 
they came. 


And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. 
AND Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and 
herds, and tents. And the land was not able to bear them, that 
they might dwell together: 

And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram’s cattle 
and the herdmen of Lot’s cattle: 

And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, 
between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy 
herdmen; for we be brethren. 

Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray 
thee, from me: and if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will 
go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will 
go to the left. 

Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed 
east; and they separated themselves the one from the other. 
Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the 
cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom. 


But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the 


LORD exceedingly. 


OW SARAI ABRAM’S wife bare him no 
children: and she had an handmaid, 
an Egyptian, whose name was 
Hagar. 


And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath 
restrained me from bearing; I pray thee, go in unto my maid; 
it may be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram 
hearkened to the voice of Sarai. 

And Sarai Abram’s wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, 
after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and 
gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife. 

AND he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and when 
she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in 
her eyes. 

And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee: I have 
given thee my maid into thy bosom; and-when she saw that 
she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes: the LORD 
judge between me and thee. 

And Abram said unto Sarai, Behold thy maid is in thy hand; 
do to her as it pleaseth thee. And when Sarai dealt hardly with 
her, she fled from her face. 
AND the angel of the LORD found her by a fountain of water 
in the wilderness. 

And he said, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence camest thou? and 
whither wilt thou go? And she said, I flee from the face of my 
mistress Sarat. 

And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Return to thy 
mistress, and submit thyself under her hands. 


Behold, thou art with child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt 
call his name Ishmael; because the LORD hath heard thy 


affliction. 


And he will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, 
and every man’s hand against him: 

AND Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called his son’s 
name, which Hagar bare, Ishmael. 

And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah 
is great, and because their sin is very grievous; 

I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether 
according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, 
I will know. 

AND Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy 
the righteous with the wicked? 

Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou 
also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that 
are therein? 


. And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within 


the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes. 

And Abraham answered and said, 

Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt 

thou destroy all the city for lack of five? And he said, If I find 

there are forty and five, I will not destroy it. | 

And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will 

speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be found there. And he _ 

said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there. | 

And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak 
et but this once: Peradventure ten shall be found there. And 

he said, I will not destroy it for ten’s sake. 

And the Lord went his way, as soon as he had left communing 

with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place. 


ND THERE CAME two angels to 
Sodom at even: and Lot sat in the 


し し gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing 


them rose up to meet them; and he 
bowed himself with his face toward the 
ground; ! 


And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son 
in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou 
hast in the city, bring them out of this place: 

For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is 
waxen great before the face of the LORD; and the LORD 
hath sent us to destroy it. 

And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which 
married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; 
for the LORD will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that 
mocked unto his sons in law. 

AND when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, 
saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy daughters, which are here; 
lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city. 

Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in 
all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. 
Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven; 

And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the 
inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground. 
But Lot’s wife looked back from behind him, and she became 
a pillar of salt. 


ND THE LORD visited Sarah and 
Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham 


a son in his old age. 


And Abraham called the name of his son, whom Sarah bare 
to him, Isaac. Ä 

And the child grew and was weaned; and Abraham made a 
great feast the same day that Isaac was weaned. 


ND IT CAME TO Pass after these 
things, that God did tempt Abra- 


ham, and said unto him, Abraham: 


and he said, Behold here I am. 


And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom 
thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him 
there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I 
will tell thee of. 

AND Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his 
ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his 
son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, 
and went unto the place of which God had told him. 

And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with 
the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and 
come again to you. 

And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid 
it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a 
knife; and they went both of them together. 

And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: 
and he said, Here I am, my son. And he said, Behold the fire 
and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 
And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb 
for a burnt offering: and so they went both of them together. 
And they came to the place which God had told him of; and 
Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and 
bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 
And Abraham stretched forth his hands, and took the knife to 
slay his son. 

And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, 
and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. 

And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou 
any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, 
seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. 
And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold 
behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and 
Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a 
burnt offering in the stead of his son. 

And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven 
the second time. 


And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because 
thou hast done this thing and hast not withheld thy son, thine 
only son: 

That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will 
multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand 
which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the 
gate of his enemies. 

And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed: 
because thou hast obeyed my voice. 

AND it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that God 
blessed his son Isaac; 

And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife. 
And Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because she was 
barren: and the LORD was intreated of him, and Rebekah 
his wife conceived. 

AND when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, 
there were twins in her womb. 

And the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment; and 
they called his name Esau. 

And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold 
on Esau’s heel; and his name was called Jacob: 

And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of 
the field; and Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents. 

And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison: but 
Rebekah loved Jacob. 

AND Jacob sod pottage; and Esau came from the field, and 
he was faint: 

And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that 
same red pottage; for I am faint. 

And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright. 

And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what 
profit shall this birthright do to me? 

And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: 
and he sold his birthright unto Jacob. 

Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did 
eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way; thus Esau 


despised his birthright. 


ND IT CAME TO PASS, that when Isaac 

was old, and his eyes were dim, so 

that he could not see, he called 

Esau his eldest son, and said unto 
him, My son: and he said unto him, Behold, 
here am I. 


And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my 
death; 

Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and 
thy bow, and go out to the field, and take me some venison: 
And make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, 
that I may eat; that my soul may bless thee before I die. 

And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his son. And 
Esau went to the field to hunt for the venison, and to bring it. 
AND Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying, 

Go now to the flock and fetch me from thence two good kids 
of the goats; and I will make them savoury meat for thy 
father, such as he loveth: 

And thou shalt bring it to thy father, that he may eat and that 
he may bless thee before his death. 

And Jacob said to Rebekah, his mother, Behold, Esau my 
brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man: 

My father peradventure will feel me, and I shall seem to him 
as a deceiver and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a 
blessing. 

And his mother said unto him, Upon me be thy curse, my son: 
only obey my voice, and go and fetch me them. | 

And he went, and fetched, and brought them to his mother: 
and his mother made savoury meat, such as his father loved. 
And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, 
which were with her in the house, and put them upon Jacob 
her younger son: | 
And she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon his hands, 


and upon the smooth of his neck: 


And she gave the savoury meat and the bread, which she had 
prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob. 

AND he came unto his father, and said, My father: and he 
said, Here am I: who art thou, my son? 

And Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau thy firstborn: I have 
done according as thou badest me; arise, I pray thee, sit and 
eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me. 

And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I may 
feel thee, my son, whether thou be my very son Esau or not. 
And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt him, 
and said, The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the 
hands of Esau. 

And his father Isaac said unto him, Come near now, and kiss 
me my son: 

And he came near, and kissed him: and he smelled the smell 
of his raiment and blessed him, and said, See, the smell of my 
son is as the smell of a field which the LORD hath blessed: 
Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness 
of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine: 

Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee; be Lord 
over thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down to 
thee: cursed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he 
that blesseth thee. 

AND it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end of 
blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the 
presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from 
his hunting. 

And he also had made savoury meat, and brought it unto his 
father, and said unto his father, Let my father arise, and eat 
of his son's venison, that thy soul may bless me. 

And Isaac his father said unto him, Who art thou? And he 
said, I am thy son, thy firstborn Esau. 


And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, Who? where 
is he that hath taken venison, and brought it to me, and I have 
eaten of all before thou camest, and have blessed him? Yea, 
and he shall be blessed. 

And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with a 
great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless 
me, even me also, O my father. 

And he said, Thy brother came with subtilty, and hath taken 
away thy blessing. 

AND Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his 
father had blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days 
of mourning for my father are at hand; then will I slay my 
brother Jacob. 

And these words of Esau her elder son were told to Rebekah; 
and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said unto 
him, Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort 
himself, purposing to kill thee. 

Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee thou to 
Laban my brother to Haran; 

And tarry with him a few days, until thy brother's fury turn 


away . 


AND Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran. 
And he lighted upon ‘a certain place, and tarried there all 
night, because the sun was set: and he took of the stones of 


that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that 
place to sleep. 

And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and 
the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God 
ascending and descending on it. 

And, behold the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the 
LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: 
the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy 
seed. 

And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt 
spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, 
and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed. 

And behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places 
whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; 
for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have 
spoken to thee of. 


HEN JACOB went on his journey, and 
came into the land of the people 
of the east. 


And it came to pass, when Laban heard the tidings of Jacob 
his sister’s son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced him, 
and kissed him, and brought him to his house. 

And Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was 
Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 

Leah was tender eyed; but Rachel was beautiful and well 
favoured. 

And Jacob loved Rachel; and said, I will serve thee seven years 
for Rachel thy younger daughter. 

And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed 
unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her. 

AND Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my wife, for my days 
are fulfilled, that I may go in unto her. 

And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and 
made a feast. 

And it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his 
daughter, and brought her to him; and he went in unto her. 
And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was Leah: 
and he said to Laban, What is this that thou hast done unto 
me? Did I not serve with thee for Rachel: Wherefore then hast 
thou beguiled me. 

And Laban said, It must not be so done in our country, to give 
the younger before the firstborn. 

Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this also for the service 
which thou shalt serve with me yet seven other years. 

And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week; and he gave him 
Rachel his daughter to wife also. 


And it came to pass, when Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob 
said unto Laban, Send me away, that I may go unto mine own 
place, and to my country. 

Give me my wives and my children, for whom I have served 
thee, and let me go: for thou knowest my service which I have 
done thee. 


THEN Jacob rose up, and set his sons and his wives upon 
camels; 

And he carried away all his cattle, and all his goods which he 
had gotten, 

For to go to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan. 

And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother unto 
the land of Seir, in the country of Edom. 

AND the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to 
thy brother Esau, and also he cometh to meet thee, and four 
hundred men with him. | 

Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed: and he divided 
the people that was with him, and the flocks, and the herds, 
and the camels, into two bands; 

And said, if Esau come to the one company, and smite it, then 
the other company which is left shall escape. 

And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him 
until the breaking of the day. 

And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched 
the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was 
out of joint, as he wrestled with him. 

And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I 
will not let thee go, except thou bless me. 

And he said unto him, What is thy name? and he said, Jacob. 
And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but 
Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, 
and hast prevailed. 

And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. 
And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name? 
And he blessed him there. 

And Jacob called the name of the place Penuel: for I have seen 
God face to face, and my life is preserved. 

And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and he 


halted upon his thigh. 


ND JACOB lifted up his eyes, and 
looked, and behold, Esau came, and 
with him four hundred men. 


And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his 
neck, and kissed him: and they wept. 

And Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that thou 
hast unto thyself. 

And Jacob said, 

Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee; because 
God hath dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough. 
And he urged him, and he took it. 

And he said, Let us take our journey, and let us go, and I will 
go before thee. 

SO Esau returned that day on his way unto Seir. 

And Jacob journeyed to Succoth. 


AND Jacob came unto Isaac his father, 

And the days of Isaac were an hundred and four score years. 
And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto 
his people, being old and full of days: and his sons Esau and 
Jacob buried him. 
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The Gadna Symphonic Orchestra 
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THE BOOK OF GENESIS Chapter 37 


OW ISRAEL loved Joseph more 
than all his children, because he 


was the son of his old age: and he 
made him a coat of many colours. 


And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more 
than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak 
peaceably unto him. 

And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it to his brethren: 
and they hated him yet the more. 

And he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which I 
have dreamed: 

For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my 
sheaf arose and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves 
stood round about and made obeisance to my sheaf. 

And his brethren hated him yet the more for his dream, and 
for his words. 

AND his brethren went to feed their father’s flock in Shechem. 
And Israel said unto Joseph, 

Go, I pray thee, see whether it be well with thy brethren, and 
well with the flocks; and bring me word again. 

And Joseph went after his brethren. 

And when they saw him afar off, even before he came near 
unto them, they conspired against him to slay him. 

And they said one to another, Behold, this dreamer cometh. 
Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into 
some pit, and we will say, Some evil beast hath devoured him: 
and we shall see what will become of his dreams. 

And Reuben heard it, and said, Let us not kill him. 

But cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness and lay no 
hand upon him; that he might rid him out of their hands, to 
deliver him to his father again. 

AND it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, 
that they stript Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many colours 
that was on him; 

And they took him, and cast him into a pit: and the pit was 
empty, there was no water in it. 

And they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up their eyes 
and looked, and, behold, a company of Ishmeelites came from 
Gilead with their camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, 
going to carry it down to Egypt. 

And Judah said unto his brethren, What profit is it if we slay 
our brother, and conceal his blood? 

Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and let not our 


hand be upon him; for he is our brother and our flesh. And his 


brethren were content. 

And they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold 
Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver: 

And. they took Joseph’ s coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and 
dipped the coat in the blood; 

And they brought it to their father; and said, This we have 
found; know now whether it be thy son’s coat or no. 

And he knew it, and said, It is my son’s coat; an evil beast hath 
devoured him; Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces. 

And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his loins, 
and mourned for his son many days. 

And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him; 
but he refused to be comforted; and he said, For I will go down 
into the grave unto my son mourning. 


OSEPH was brought down to Egypt; 
and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, 
captain of the guard, an Egyptian, 
bought him of the hands of the 


Ishmeelites, which had brought him down 
thither. 


And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and 
he made him overseer over his house, and all that he had put 
into his hand. 

AND it came to pass after these things, that his master’s wife 
cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me. 

And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he 
hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to be with her. 

And it came to pass about this time, that Joseph went into the 


house to do his business; and there was none of the men of the 


house there within. 


And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and 


he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out. 
And she laid up his garment by her, until his lord came home. 
And she spake unto him according to these words, saying, The 
Hebrew servant, which thou hast brought unto us, came in 
unto me to mock me: 

And it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, that he 
left his garment with me, and fled out. 

And it came to pass, when his master heard the words of his 
wife, which she spake unto him, saying, After this manner did 
thy servant to me; that his wrath was kindled. 

And Joseph’s master took him, and put him into the prison, a 
place where the king's prisoners were bound: and he was there 
in the prison. 


ND iT CAME TO PASS at the end of 
two full years, that Pharaoh dream- 


ed: and, behold, he stood by the 


And, behold, there came up out of the river seven well favoured 
kine and fatfleshed; and they fed in a meadow. 

And, behold, seven other kine came up after them out of the 
river, ill favoured and leanfleshed; and stood by the other kine 
upon the brink of the river. 

And the ill favoured and leanfleshed kine did eat up the seven 
well favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. 

And he slept and dreamed the second time; and, behold, 
seven ears of corn came up upon one stalk, rank and good. 
And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted with the east wind 
sprung up after them. 

And the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank and full ears. 
And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a dream. 

And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled; 
and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all 
the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream; but 
there was none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh. 
THEN spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, I do 
remember my faults this day: 

Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put me in ward 
with the captain of the guard’s house, both me and the chief 
baker : 

And we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; 

And there was there with us a young man, an Hebrew, servant 
to the captain of the guard; and we told him, and he inter- 
preted to us our dreams; to each man according to his dream 
he did interpret. 

And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was; 

THEN Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him 
hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself, and changed 
his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream, and 
there is none that can interpret it: and I have heard say of thee, 
that thou canst understand a dream to interpret it. 

And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me: God shall 
give Pharaoh an answer of peace. 

Behold, there come seven years of great plenty throughout all 
the land of Egypt: 

And there shall arise after them seven years of famine; and all 
the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the 


famine shall consume the land; 


And the plenty shall not be known in the land by reason of that 
famine following; for it shall be very grievous. 

And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice; it is 
because the thing is established by God, and God will shortly 
bring it to pass. 

Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and wise, 
and set him over the land of Egypt. 

Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the land, 
and take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the seven 
plenteous years. 

And let them gather all the food of those good years that come, 
and lay up corn under the hand of Pharaoh, and keep them good 
food in the cities. | 
And that food shall be for store to the land against the seven 
years of famine, which shall be in the land of Egypt; that the 
land perish not through the famine. 

AND the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the 
eyes of all his servants. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath 
shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou 
art: 

Thou shalt be over my house, and according to thy word shall 
all my people be ruled: only in the throne will I be greater than 
thou. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the 
land of Egypt. 

And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon 
Joseph’s hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and 
put a gold chain about his neck; | 

And he made him ride in the second chariot which he had; 
and they cried before him, Bow the knee: and he made him 
ruler over all the land of Egypt. 

And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, and went 
throughout all the land of Egypt. 

And in the seven plenteous years the earth brought forth by 
handfuls. 

And he gathered up all the food of the seven years, which were 
in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities: the 
food of the field, which was round about every city, laid he up 
in the same. 

AND the seven years of plenteousness, that was in the land of 
Egypt, were ended. 

And the seven years of dearth began to come, according as 
Joseph had said: and the dearth was in all lands; but in all the 
land of Egypt there was bread. at 

And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph for to buy corn; 
because that the famine was so sore in all lands. 


OW WHEN JACOB saw that there was 
corn in Egypt, Jacob said unto his 
sons, Why do ye look one upon 


another? 


And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is corn in Egypt: 
get you down thither, and buy for us from thence: that we 
may live, and not die. 

AND Joseph’s ten brethren went down to buy corn in Egypt. 
But Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, Jacob sent not with his 
brethren; for he said, Lest peradventure mischief befall him. 
And the sons of Israel came to buy corn among those that 
came; for the famine was in all the land of Canaan. 

And Joseph was the governor of the land, and he it was that 
sold to all the people of the land: and Joseph’s brethren came, 
and bowed down themselves before him with their faces to 
the earth. 

And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but he made 
himself strange unto them, and spake roughly unto them; and 
he said unto them, Whence come ye? And they said, From the 
land of Canaan to buy food. 

And Joseph said unto them, Ye are spies; to see the nakedness 
of the land ye are come. 

And they said unto him, Nay, my Lord, but to buy food are 
thy servants come. 

Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of one man in the 
land of Canaan; and, behold, the youngest is this day with 
our father, and one is not. 

And Joseph said unto them, 


Hereby ye shall be proved: 

If ye be true men, let one of your brethren be bound in the 
house of the prison: go ye, carry corn for the famine of your 
houses: | 
But bring your youngest brother unto me; so shall your words 
be verified, and ye shall not die. 

And he turned himself about from them, and wept, and 
returned to them again, and communed with them, and took 
from them Simeon, and bound him before their eyes. 

THEN Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with corn, 
and to restore every man’s money into his sack, and to give 
them provision for the way: and thus did he unto them. 

And they laded their asses with the corn, and departed thence. 
AND they came unto Jacob their father unto the land of 
Canaan, and told him all that befell unto them; 

AND it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, behold, 
every man’s bundle of money was in his sack: and when both 
they and their father saw the bundles of money, they were 
afraid. 

And Jacob their father said unto them, Me have ye bereaved 
of my children; Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will 
take Benjamin away: all these things are against me. 

And Reuben spake unto his father, saying, Slay my two sons, 
if I bring him not to thee: deliver him into my hand, and I 
will bring him to thee again. 

And he said, My son shall not go down with you; for his 
brother is dead, and he is left alone: if mischief befall him by 
the way in the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray 


hairs with sorrow to the grave. 


And it came to pass, when they had eaten up the corn, which 
they had brought out of Egypt, their father said unto them, 
Go again, buy us a little food. 

And Judah spake unto him, saying, The man did solemnly 
protest unto us, saying, Ye shall not see my face, except your 
brother be with you. 

If thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go down and 
buy thee food: | 

But if thou wilt not send him, we will not go down: 

And their father Israel said unto them, If it must be so now, 
do this; take of the best fruits in the land in your vessels, and 
carry down the man a present, a little balm, and a little honey, 
spices, and myrrh, nuts, and almonds: 

And take double money in your hand; and the money that was 
brought again in the mouth of your sacks, carry it again in 
your hand; peradventure it was an oversight: 

Take also your brother, and arise, go again unto the man: 
And God Almighty give you mercy before the man, that he 
may send away your other brother, and Benjamin. If I be 
bereaved of my children, I am bereaved. 

AND the men took that present, and they took double money 
in their hand, and Benjamin; and rose up, and went down to 
Egypt. 

And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the 
ruler of his house, Bring these men home, and slay, and make 
ready; for these men shall dine with me at noon. 

And the man did as Joseph bade; and the man brought the 
men into Joseph’s house. 

And the men were afraid, because they were brought into 
Joseph’s house; and they said, Because of the money that was 
returned in our sacks at the first time are we brought in; that 
he may seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, and take us 
for bondmen, and our asses. 

And they came near to the steward of Joseph’s house, and they 
communed with him at the door of the house. 

And he brought Simeon out unto them. 

And the man brought the men into Joseph’s house, and gave 
them water, and they washed their feet; and he gave their 
asses provender. 

AND when Joseph came home, they brought him the present 
which was in their hand into the house, and bowed themselves 
to him to the earth. 

And he asked them of their welfare, and said, Is your father 
well, the old man of whom ye spake? Is he yet alive? 

And they answered, Thy servant our father is in good health, 
he is yet alive. And they bowed down their heads, and made 
obeisance. 
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And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother Benjamin, his 
mother's son, and said, Is this your younger brother, of whom 
ye spake unto me? And he said, God be gracious unto thee, my 


son. 


ND HE COMMANDED the steward of 
his house, saying, Fill the men’s 
sacks with food, as much as they 
ES can carry, and put every mans 
money in his sack’s mouth. 


And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack’s mouth of the 
youngest, and his corn money. And he did according to the 
word that Joseph had spoken. 

As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent 
away, they and their asses. 

And when they were gone out of the city, and yet not far off, 
Joseph said unto his steward, Up, follow after the men; and 
when thou dost overtake them, say unto them, Wherefore 
have ye rewarded evil for good? 

Is not this it in which my lord drinketh, and whereby indeed he 
divineth? Ye have done evil in so doing. 

AND he overtook them, and spake unto them these same 
words. 

And they said unto him, Wherefore saith my lord these words? 
God forbid that thy servants should do according to this 
thing. 

Behold, the money, which we found in our sacks’ mouths, we 
brought again unto thee out of the land of Canaan: how then 
should we steal out of thy lord’s house silver or gold? 

With whomsoever of thy servants it be found. both let him 
die, and we also will be my lord’s bondmen. 

And he said, Now also let it be according to your words: 
Then they speedily took down every man his sack to the 
ground, and opened every man his sack. 

And he searched, and began at the eldest, and left at the 
youngest: and the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack. 

Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man his ass, and 
returned to the city. 

AND Judah and his brethren came to Joseph’s house; for he 
was yet there: and they fell before him on the ground. 

And Joseph said, What deed is this that ye have done? wot ye 
not that such a man as I can certainly divine? 

And Judah said, What shall we say unto my lord? what shall 
we speak? or how shall we clear ourselves ? God hath found out 
the iniquity of thy servants: behold, we are my lord’s servants, 
both we, and he also with whom the cup is found. 

And he said, God forbid that I should do so: but the man in 
whose hand the cup is found, he shall be my servant; and as 
for you, get you up in peace unto your father. 

THEN Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh my lord, let 
thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my lord’s ears, and 
let not thine anger burn against thy servant: for thou art even 
as Pharaoh. 

My lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a father, or a 
brother ? 

And we said unto my lord, We have a father, an old man, and 
a child of his old age, a little one; and his brother is dead, and 
he alone is left of his mother, and his father loveth him. 

It shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with us, 
that he will die: and thy servants shall bring down the gray 
hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow to the grave. 

For thy servant became surety for the lad unto my father, 
saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear the 
blame to my father for ever. 

Now, therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead of 
the lad a bondman to my lord; and let the lad go up with his 
brethren. 


For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not with 
me? lest peradventure I see the evil that shall come on my 


father. 


۱۲ HEN JOSEPH could not refrain him- 
\ self before all them that stood by 


* . E 
) him; and he cried, Cause every man 
to go out from me. 


And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I 
pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your 
brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. 

Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that 
ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve 
life. 

Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus 
saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt: 
come down unto me, tarry not: 

So he sent his brethren away. 

AND they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of 
Canaan unto Jacob their father, 

And told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor 
over all the land of Egypt. And Jacob’s heart fainted, for he 
believed them not. 

And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said 
unto them: and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had 
sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived: 
And Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will 
go and see him before I die. 


THE BOOK OF EXODUS Chapter 1 


ND THE the children of Israel were 
N fruitful and increased abundantly, 
WM and multiplied, and waxed exceed- 


ing mighty; and the land was 


filled with them. 


Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not 
Joseph. | 

And he said unto his people, Behold, the people of the children 
of Israel are more and mightier than we. 

Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply, 
and it come to pass that, when there falleth out any war, they 
join also unto our enemies, and fight against us. 

And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every son that is 
born ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall 
save alive. 


ND THERE WENT a man of the house 
of Levi, and took to wife a 
——À daughter of Levi. 


And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw 
him that he was a goodly child, she hid him three months. 
And when she could not longer hide him, she took for him an 
ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, 
and put the child therein; and she laid it in the flags by the 
river's brink. 

And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would be done to 
him. 

AND the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at 
the river; and her maidens walked along by the river’s side; 
and when she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her maid 
to fetch it. 

And when she opened it, she saw the child: and, behold, the 
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babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This 
is one of the Hebrew’s children. 

Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall I go and call 
to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the 
child for thee? 

And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went 
and called the child’s mother. 

And Pharaoh’s daughter said unto her, Take this child away, 
and nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the 
woman took the child, and nursed it. 

And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh’s 
daughter, and he became her son. And she called his name 
Moses. 

And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that 
he went out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens, 
and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his 
brethren. 

And he slew the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 

Now when Pharaoh heard this thing he sought to slay Moses. 
But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land 
of Midian. 


OW MOSES kept the flock of Jethro 
his father in law, the priest of 
Midian: and he led the flock to the 


backside of the desert, and came to 
the mountain of God, even to Horeb. 


And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of 
fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and behold, the 
bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. 

And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, 
why the bush is not burnt. 

And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God 
called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, 
Moses. And he said, Here am I. 

And he said, 

I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he 
was afraid to look upon God. 

AND the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my 
people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason 
of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; 

And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the 
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good 
land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey. 
Come now, therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that 
thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out 
of Egypt. 

AND Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, I am not 
eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto 
thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue. 
And the LORD said, Is not Aaron the Levite, thy brother? I 
know that he can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh 
forth to meet thee: and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in 
his heart. 

And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: 
and I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will 
teach you what ye shall do. j 

And thou shalt take this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou 
shalt do signs. 

AND Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the 
elders of the children of Israel: 

And Aaron spake all the words which the LORD had spoken 
unto Moses, and did the signs in the sight of the people. 

And the people believed: and when they heard that the LORD 
had visited the children of Israel, and that he had looked upon 
their afflictions, then they bowed their heads and worshipped. 
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The Living Bible presents Sir Laurence Olivier, reading from 
the Old Testament, with music from the Holy Land. And all 
superbly recorded on a set of twelve 12” long-playing records, 
each one in its own handsome sleeve and with a magnificent 
white and gold leathercloth presentation album to carry the 
complete set. 

Record number four—‘Let My People Go’ _ encompasses the 
story of Moses and the Flight from pat The inspiring music 
on this record includes unusual Bible Cantillations, which 
occur as background music to the first Passover, in Egypt. 
These chants are the Jewish prototypes af Christian plainsong. 
Cantillations were traditionally chanted by the Chazzan 
(reader) in the Synagogue and were, of necessity, memorised, 
as no signs were permitted to appear on the Scrolls of the Law. 
The Cantillations, hauntingly chanted by the Reverend Simon 
Hass, provide a memorable accompaniment to Sir Laurence’s 
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THE BOOK OF EXODUS Chapter 5 


ND AFTERWARD Moses and Aaron 
went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus 
saith the LORD God of Israel, Let 


my people go, that they may hold 


4 À 


a feast unto me in the wilderness. 


And Pharaoh said, Who is this LORD that I should obey his 
voice to let Israel go? I know not the LORD, neither will I let 
Israel go. 


And Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and before his 
servants, and it became a serpent. 

Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: 
now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with 
their enchantments. 

For they cast down every man his rod, and they became 
serpents, but Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods. 

And he hardened Pharaoh’s heart, that he hearkened not unto 
them; 

AND the LORD said unto Moses, Pharaoh’s heart is hardened, 
he refuseth to let the people go. 

Get thee unto Pharaoh in the morning: lo, he goeth out unto 
the water; and thou shalt stand by the river’s brink against he 
come; and the rod which was turned to a serpent shalt thou 
take in thine hand. 

And Moses and Aaron did so, as the LORD commanded; and 
he lifted up the rod, and smote the waters that were in the 
river, in the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his servants; 
and all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood. 
And the fish that were in the river died; and the river stank, 
and the Egyptians could not drink of the water of the river; 
and there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. 

And Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, neither did he hearken 


unto them. 


AND the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over 
the land of Egypt for the locusts, that they may come up upon 
the land of Egypt, and eat every herb of the land. 

And Moses stretched forth his rod over the land of Egypt, 
and the LORD brought an east wind upon the land all that 
day, and all that night: and when it was morning, the east 
wind brought the locusts. 

And the locusts went up over all the land of Egypt, and rested 


in all the coasts of Egypt: very grievous were they; before them 
there were no such locusts as they, neither after them shall be 
such. 

For they covered the face of the whole earth, so that the land 
was darkened; and they did eat every herb of the land, and all 
the fruit of the trees: and there remained not any green thing 
in the trees, or in the herbs of the field, throughout all the land 


of Egypt. 


THEN Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste; and he 

said, I have sinned against the LORD your God, and against 
ou. 

Now therefore forgive, I pray thee, my sin only this once, and 

intreat the LORD your God, that he may take away from me 

this death only. 

And he went out from Pharaoh, and intreated the LORD. 

And the LORD turned a mighty strong west wind, which took 

away the locusts, and cast them into the Red sea; and there re- 

mained not one locust in all the coasts of Egypt. 

But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, so that he would not 

let the children of Israel go. 


And Moses said, Thus saith the LORD, About midnight will I 
go out into the midst of Egypt: 

And all the firstborn of the land of Egypt shall die, from the 
firstborn of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even unto 
the firstborn of the maidservant that is behind the mill; and 
all the firstborn of beasts. 

And there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of 
Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall be like it any 
more. 

But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move 
his tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know how that 
the > doth put a difference. between the Egyptians and 
Israe 

And he went out from Pharaoh in a great anger. 


THEN Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto 
them, Draw out and take you a lamb according to your families, 
and kill the passover. 

And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood 
that is in the bason, and strike the lintel and the two side 
posts with the blood that is in the bason, and none of you shall 
go out at the door of his house until the morning. 

For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and 
when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side 
posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer the 


destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you. 

AND it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote all 

the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh 

that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in 

the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle. 

And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and 

all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt, for there 

was not a house where there was not one dead. 

AND he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise 

up, and get you forth from among my people, both ye and the 

children of Israel, and go, serve the LORD, as ye have said. 

Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be 
one. 

AND the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to 

Succoth, about six hundred thousand on foot that were men, 

beside children. 

And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and flocks, 

and herds, even very much cattle, 


And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, 
to lead them the way: and by night in a pillar of fire, to give 
them light; to go by day and night: 

He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar 
of fire by night, from before the people. 


But the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and 
chariots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and 
overtook them encamping by the sea. 

AND when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted 
up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; 
and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out 
unto the LORD. 

AND Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and 
see the salvation of the LORD, which he will shew you today, 
for the Egyptians whom ye have seen today ye shall see them 
again no more for ever. 

The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. 
And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD 
caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, 
and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 

And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon 
dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their 
right hand, and on their left. 

AND the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to the 
midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his 
horsemen. 

And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea. 


And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the 
horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea 
after them; there remained not so much as one of them. 


HEN SANG MOSES and the children 
of Israel this song unto the LORD, 
and spake, saying, I will sing unto 
the LORD, for he hath triumphed 
gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he 
thrown into sea. 


The LORD is my strength and song, and he is become my 
salvation: he is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation; 
my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 

The LORD is a man of war: the LORD is his name. 
Pharaoh’s chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea: his 
chosen captains also are drowned in the Red sea. 

The depths have covered them; they sank into the bottom as a 
stone. 

The LORD shall reign for ever and ever. 

So Moses brought Israel from the Red sea, and they went out 
into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the 
wilderness, and found no water. 


And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured 
against Moses and Aaron, in the wilderness. 

Would to God we had died by the hand of the LORD in the 
land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did 
eat bread to the full: for ye have brought us forth into this 
wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger. 

AND the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 

I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak 
unto them, saying, At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning 
ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am the 
LORD your God. 

And: it came to pass, that at even the quails came up, and 
covered the camp: and in the morning the dew lay round about 
the host. 

And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the face 
of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as small as the 
hoar frost on the ground. 

; And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, 
‘It is manna: for they wist not what it was; and it was like 
coriander seed, white; and the taste of it was like wafers made 
with honey. And Moses said unto them, This is the bread which 
the LORD hath given you to eat. 


ND ALL THE CONGREGA TION of the 
children of Israel journeyed from 
the wilderness of Sin. 


And the people thirsted there for water; and the people 
murmured against Moses. 

And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, What shall I do 
unto this people? they be almost ready to stone me. 

And the LORD said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and 
take with thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith 
thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go. 

Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; 
and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out 
of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the 
sight of the elders of Israel. 


N THE THIRD MONTH, when the 
children of Israel were gone forth 
out of the land of Egypt, the same 
۱ day came they into the wilderness 
of Sinai. 


And there Israel camped before the mount. 
AND it came to pass on the third day in the morning, there 
were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the 
mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that 
all the people that was in the camp trembled. 
And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet 


with God; and they stood at the nether part of the mount. 

And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the 
LORD descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof 
ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount 
quaked greatly. 

And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed 
louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered him by a 
voice. 


I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any 
likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 

Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them: nor serve them: 
for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me; 

And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and 
keep my commandments. 

Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; 
for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name 
in vain. 

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: 

But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in 
it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, 
nor the stranger that is within thy gates; 

For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the 
LORD blessed the sabbath day and hallowed it. 

HONOUR thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be 
long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 
Thou shalt not kill. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maid- 
servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy 
neighbour's. 

AND all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, 
and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and 
when the people saw it, they removed and stood afar off. 


AND the LORD said unto Moses, Come up to me into the 
mount, and be there: and I will give thee tables of stone, and a 
law, and commandments which I have written; that thou 
mayest teach them. 

And Moses went up into the mount, and a cloud covered the 
mount. 

And the glory of the LORD abode upon mount Sinai, and the 
cloud covered it six days: and the seventh day he called unto 
Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 

And the sight of the glory of the LORD was like devouring 
fire on the top of the mount in the eyes of the children of 
Israel. 

And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up 
into the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty days and 


forty nights. 


AND Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the 
two tables of the testimony were in his hand: the tables were 
written on both their sides; on the one side and on the other 
were they written. 

And the tables were the work of God, and the writing was the 
writing of God, graven upon the tables. 


AND Moses took and put the testimony into the ark. 
And he brought the ark into the tabernacle, as the LORD 


commanded Moses. 


THE BOOK OF JOSHUA Chapter 6 


OW JERICHO was straitly shut up 
because of the children of Israel: 
none went out, and none came in. 


AND Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said unto 
them, Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests 
bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the 
LORD, 

And he said unto the people, Pass on, and compass the city, 
and let him that is armed pass on before the ark of the LORD. 
AND it came to pass, when Joshua had spoken unto the people, 
that the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams' 
horns passed on before the LORD, and blew with the trumpets: 
and the ark of the covenant of the LORD followed them. 
AND the armed men went before the priests that blew with 
the trumpets, and the rereward came after the ark, the priests 
going on, and blowing with the trumpets. 

And Joshua had commanded the people, saying, Ye shall not 
shout, nor make any noise with your voice, neither shall any 
word proceed out of your mouth, until the day I bid you 
shout; then shall ye shout. 

And the second day they compassed the city once, and returned 
into the camp: so they did six days. 

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early 
about the dawning of the day, and compassed the city after the 
same manner seven times: 

And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew 
with the trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, Shout: for the 
LORD hath given you the city. 

So the people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets: 
and it came to pass, when the people heard the sound of the 
trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the 
wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, 
every man straight before him, and they took the city. 


THE BOOK OF JUDGES Chapter 2 


And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, 
being an hundred and ten years old. 

AND the children of Israel forsook the LORD God of their 
fathers, which brought them out of the land of Egypt, and 
followed other gods, of the gods of the people that were round 
about them, and bowed themselves unto them, and provoked 
the LORD to anger. 

AND the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he 
delivered them into the hands of spoilers that spoiled them, 
and he sold them into the hands of their enemies round about, 
so that they could not any longer stand before their enemies. 


And the LORD sold them into the hand of Jabin king of 
Canaan; the captain of whose host was Sisera. 

And the children of Israel cried unto the LORD: for he had 
nine hundred chariots of iron; and twenty years he mightily 
oppressed the children of Israel. 

AND Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged 
Israel at that time. 

And she sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam and said 
unto him, Hath not the LORD God of Israel commanded, 
saying, Go and draw toward mount Tabor, and take with thee 
ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of the 
children of Zebulun? 

And I will draw unto thee to the river Kishon Sisera, the captain 
of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his multitude; and I will 
deliver him into thine hand. 

And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt go with me, then I will 
go: but if thou wilt not go with me, then I will not go. 

And she said, I will surely go with thee: notwithstanding the 
journey that thou takest shall not be for thine honour; for the 


LORD shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. And 
Deborah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh. 

AND Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh; and he 
went up with ten thousand men at his feet: and Deborah went 
up with him. 

And Sisera gathered together all his chariots, even nine hundred 
chariots of iron, and all the people that were with him, unto 
the river of Kishon. 

And Deborah said unto Barak, Up; for this is the day in which 
the LORD hath delivered Sisera into thine hand: is not the 
LORD gone out before thee? So Barak went down from mount 
Tabor, and ten thousand men after him. 

And the LORD discomfited Sisera, and all his chariots, and all 
his host, with the edge of the sword before Barak; so that 
Sisera lighted down off his chariot, and fled away on his feet. 
But Barak pursued after the chariots, and after the host, and all 
the host of Sisera fell upon the edge of the sword; and there 
was not a man left. 

Howbeit Sisera fled away on his feet to the tent of Jael the wife 
of Heber the Kenite: for there was peace between Jabin the 
king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite. 

AND Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said unto him, Turn in, 
my lord, turn in to me; fear not. And when he had turned in 
unto her into the tent, she covered him with a mantle. 

And he said unto her, Give me, I pray thee, a little water to 
drink; for I am thirsty. And she opened a bottle of milk, and 
gave him drink, and covered him. 

Again he said unto her, Stand in the door of the tent, and it 
shall be, when any man doth come and inquire of thee, and 
say, Is there any man here? that thou shalt say, No. 

Then Jael Heber’s wife took a nail of the tent, and took an 
hammer in her hand, and went softly unto him, and smote the 
nail into his temples, and fastened it into the ground: for he was 
fast asleep and weary. So he died. 

And, behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to meet 
him, and said unto him, Come, and I will shew thee the man 
whom thou seekest. And when he came into the tent, behold, 
Sisera lay dead, and the nail was in his temples. 


HEN SANG Deborah and Barak the 
son of Abinoam on that day, saying. 


Praise ye the LORD for the avenging of Israel, when the 
people willingly offered themselves. 

Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes; I, even I, will sing 
unto the LORD; I will sing praise to the LORD God of 
Israel. 

LORD, when thou wentest out of Seir, when thou marchedst 
out of the field of Edom, the earth trembled, and the heavens 
dropped, the clouds also dropped water. 

The mountains melted from before the LORD, even that 
Sinai from before the LORD God of Israel. 

In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, in the days of Jael, 
the highways were unoccupied, and the travellers walked 
through byways. 

The inhabitants of the villages ceased, they ceased in Israel, 
until that Ï Deborah arose, that Ï arose a mother in Israel. 
They chose new gods; then was war in the gates: was there a 
shield or a spear seen among forty thousand in Israel? 

My heart is toward the governors of Israel, that offered them- 
selves willingly among the people. Bless ye the LORD. 


Speak, ye that ride on white asses, ye that sit in judgment, and 
walk by the way. 


They that are delivered from the noise of archers in the places 
of drawing water, there shall they rehearse the righteous acts 
of the LORD, even the righteous acts toward the inhabitants 
of his villages in Israel; then shall the people of the LORD go 
down to the gates. 

Awake, awake, Deborah: awake, awake, utter a song: arise, 
Barak, and lead thy captivity captive, thou son of Abinoam. 
Then he made him that remaineth have dominion over the 
nobles among the people: the LORD made me have dominion 
over the mighty. 

Out of Ephraim was there a root of them against Amalek: after 
thee, Benjamin, among thy peoples; out of Machir came down 
governors, and out of Zebulun they that handle the pen of the 
writer. 

And the princes of Issachar were with Deborah; even Issachar, 
and also Barak: he was sent on foot into the valley. For the 
divisions of Reuben there were great thoughts of heart. 

Why abodest thou among the sheepfolds, to hear the bleatings 
of the flocks? For the divisions of Reuben there were great 
searchings of heart. 

Gilead abode beyond Jordan: and why did Dan remain in 
ships? Asher continued on the sea shore, and abode in his 
breaches. 

Zebulun and Naphtali were a people that jeopardised their 
lives unto the death in high places of the field. 

The kings came and fought, then fought the kings of Canaan 
in Taanach by the waters of Megiddo; they took no gain of 
money. 

They fought from heaven; the stars in their courses fought 
against Sisera. 


The river of Kishon swept them away, that ancient river, the 
river of Kishon. O my soul, thou hast trodden down strength, 
Then were the horsehoofs broken by the means of the pran- 
sings, the pransings of their mighty ones. 

Curse ye, Meroz, said the angel of the LORD, curse ye bitterly 
the inhabitants thereof; because they came not to the help of 
the LORD, to the help of the LORD against the mighty. 
Blessed above women shall Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite 
be, blessed shall she be above women in the tent. 

He asked for water, and she gave him milk; she brought forth 
butter in a lordly dish. | 

She put her hand to the nail, and her right hand to the work- 
man’s hammer; and with the hammer she smote Sisera, she 
smote off his head, when she had pierced and stricken through 
his temples. 

At her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay down: at her feet he bowed, 
he fell: where he bowed, there he fell down dead. 

The mother of Sisera looked out at a window, and cried through 
the lattice, Why is his chariot so long in coming? why tarry the 
wheels of his chariots? 

Her wise ladies answered her, yea, she returned answer to 
herself, 

Have they not sped? Have they not divided the prey; to every 
man a damsel or two; to Sisera a prey of divers colours, a prey 
of divers colours of needlework, of divers colours of needle- 
work on both sides, meet for the necks of them that take the 
spoil ? | 

So let all thine enemies perish, O LORD: but let them that 


love him be as the sun when he goeth forth in his might. And - 


the land had rest forty years. 
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THE BOOK OF JUDGES Chapter 13 


A 


een ND THE CHILDREN of Israel did evil 
again in the sight of the LORD; and the 


LORD delivered them into the hands of the 
Philistines forty years. 


AND there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the 
Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren, 
and bare not. 

And the angel of the LORD appeared unto the woman, and 


satd unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and bearest not: 


but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son. 

But no razor shall come on his head: for the child shall be a 
Nazarite unto God from the womb; and he shall begin to 
deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines. 

And the woman bare a son, and called his name Samson. And 


the child grew, and the LORD blessed him. 


ND SAMSON went down to Timnath, 
and saw a woman in Timnath of 


the daughters of the Philistines.‏ لس 


And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and said, 
I have seen a woman in Timnath of the daughters of the 
Philistines: now therefore get her for me to wife. 

Then his father and his mother said unto him, Is there never a 
woman among the daughters of thy brethren or among all thy 
people, that thou goest to take a wife of the uncircumcised 
Philistines? And Samson said unto his father, Get her for me; 
for she pleaseth me well. 

THEN went Samson down to Timnath: and, behold, a young 
lion roared against him. 

And the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and he 
rent him as he would rent a kid, and he had nothing in his 
hand: but he told not his father or his mother what he had 
done. 

And he went de and talked with the woman; and she pleased 
Samson well. 

AND after a time he returned to take her, and he turned aside 
to see the carcase of the lion: and behold, there was a swarm of 
bees and honey in the carcase of the lion. 

And he took thereof in his hands, and went on, eating, and 
came to his father and mother, and he gave them, and they did 
eat but he told them not that he had taken the honey out of 
the carcase jf the lion. 

SO his father went down unto the woman: and Samson made 
there a great feast; for so used the young men to do. 

And it came to pass, then they saw him, that they brought 
thirty companions to be with him. 

AND Samson said unto them, I will now put forth a riddle unto 
you: if ye can certainly declare it me within the seven days of 
the feast, and find it out, then I will give you thirty sheets and 
thirty changes of garments: 

But if ye cannot declare it me, then shall ye give me thirty 
sheets and thirty change of garments. And they said unto him, 
Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it. 


And he said unto them, Out of the eater came forth meat, 
and out of the strong came forth sweetness. And they could 
not in three days expound the riddle. 

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they said unto 
Samson's wife, Entice thy husband, that he may declare unto 
us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy father's house with 
fire: 

And Samson's wife wept before him, and said, Thou dost but 
hate me, and lovest me not: thou hast put forth a riddle unto 
the children of my people, and hast not told it me. And he 
said unto her, Behold, I have not told it my father nor my 
mother, and shall I tell it thee? 

And she wept before him the seven days, while their feast 
lasted: and it came to pass on the seventh day, that he told her, 
because she lay sore upon him: and she told the riddle to the 
children of her people. 

And the men of the city said unto him on the seventh day 
before the sun went down, What is sweeter than honey? and 
what is stronger than a lion? And he said unto them, If ye 
had not plowed with my heifer, ye had not found out my 
riddle. 

AND the Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he went 
down to Ashkelon, and slew thirty men of them, and took 
their spoil, and gave change of garments unto them which 
expounded the riddle. And his anger was kindled, and he went 
up to his father's house. 


UT IT CAME TO PASS within a while 
after, in the time of wheat harvest, 


* 


| that Samson visited his wife; and 

he said, I will go in to my wife into 

the chamber. But her father would not suffer 
him to go in. 


And her father said, I verily thought that thou hadst utterly 
hated her; therefore I gave her to thy companion: is not her 
younger sister fairer than she? take her, I pray thee, instead of 
her. 

AND Samson said concerning them, Now shall I be more 
blameless than the Philistines, though I do them a displeasure. 
And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and took 
firebrands, and turned tail to tail, and put a firebrand in the 
midst between two tails. 

And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go into 
the standing corn of the Philistines, and burnt up both the 
shocks, and also the standing corn, with the vineyards and olives. 
THEN the Philistines said, Who hath done this? And they 
answered, Samson, the son in law of the Timnite, because he 
had taken his wife, and given her to his companion. 

THEN the Philistines went up, and pitched in Judah, and 
spread themselves in Lehi. 

And the men of Judah said, Why are ye come up against us? 
And they answered, To bind Samson are we come up, to do to 
him as he hath done to us. 

Then three thousand men of Judah went and said to Samson, 
Knowest thou not that the Philistines are rulers over us? what 
is this that thou hast done unto us? And he said unto them, 
As they did unto me, so have I done unto them. 

And they said unto him, We are come down to bind thee, that 
we may deliver thee into the hand of the Philistines. And 
Samson said unto them, Swear unto me, that ye will not fall 
upon me yourselves. 

And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind thee 
fast, and deliver thee into their hand: but surely we will not 


kill thee. And they bound him with two new cords, and brought 
him up from the rock. 

AND when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted against 
him: and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, 
and the cords that were upon his arms became as flax that was 
burnt with fire, and his bands loosed from off his hand. 

And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand, 
and took it, and slew a thousand men therewith. 

And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon 
heaps, with the jaw of an ass have I slain a thousand men. 


AND it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the 
valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. 
And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said 
unto her, Entice him, and see wherein his great strength lieth, 
and by what means we may prevail against him, that we may 
bind him to afflict him: and we will give thee every one of us 
eleven hundred pieces of silver. 
AND Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein 
thy great strength lieth, and wherewith thou mightest be bound 
to afflict thee. 
And Samson said unto her, If they bind me with seven green 
withs that were never dried, then I shall be weak, and be as 
another man. 
Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven green 
E. which had not been dried, and she bound him with 
them. 
Now there were men lying in wait, abiding with her in the 
chamber. And she said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, 
Samson. And he brake the withs, as a thread of tow is broken 
when it toucheth the fire. So his strength was not known. 
And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, thou hast mocked me, 
and told me lies: now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith thou 
mightest be bound. 
And he said unto her, If they bind me fast with new ropes 
that never were occupied, then I shall be weak, and be as 
another man. 
Delilah therefore took new ropes, and bound him therewith, 
and said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. 
And there were liers in wait abiding in the chamber. And he 
brake them from off his arms like a thread. | 
And Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto hast thou mocked me 
and told me lies: tell me wherewith thou mightest be bound. 
And he said unto her, If thou weavest the seven locks of my 
head with the web. 
And she fastened it with the pin, and said unto him, The 
Philistines be upon thee Samson. And he awaked out of his 
xd and went away with the pin of the beam, arid with the 
web. 
AND she said unto him, How canst thou say, I love thee, when 
thine heart is not with me? thou hast mocked me these three 
times, and hast not told me wherein thy great strength lieth. 
And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her 
words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death; 
That he told her all his heart, and said unto her, There hath 
not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite 
unto God from my mother’s womb: if I be shaven, then m 
strength will go from me, and I shall become weak and be like 
any other man. 
And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she 
sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, Come 
up this once, for he hath shewed me all his heart. Then the 
lords of the Philistines came up unto her and brought money 
in their hand. 
And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a 
man and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of his 
head; and his strength went from him. 
And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he 
awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times 
before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the LORD 
was departed from him. | 
BUT the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought 
him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and 
he did grind in the prison house. 
Howbeit the hair of his head began to grow again after he was 
shaven. 
Then the lords of the Philistines gathered them together for to 


offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice; for 
= said, Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into our 
and. 
And it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that they 
said, Call for Samson, that he may make us sport. And the 
called for Samson out of the prison house; and he made them 
sport; and they set him between the pillars. 
And Samson said unto the lad that held him by the hand, 
Suffer me that I may feel the pillars whereupon the house 
standeth, that I may lean upon them. 
Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords 
of the Philistines were there; and there were upon the roof 
about three thousand men and women, that beheld while 
Samson made sport. 
And Samson called unto the LORD, and said, O Lord GOD, 
remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only 
this once, O God, that I may be at once avenged of the 
Philistines for my two eyes. 
And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which 
the house stood, and on which it was borne up, of the one with 
his right hand, and the other with his left. 
And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he 
bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon the 
lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead 


which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew 
in his life. 


THE BOOK OF RUTH Chapter 1 


OW IT CAME TO PASS in the days 
when the judges ruled, that there 
was a famine in the land. And a 
certain man of Beth-lehem-judah 
went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, 
and his wife, and his two sons. 


And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his 
wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mahlon and 
Chilion. 

And Elimelech Naomi’s husband died; and she was left, and 
her two sons. 

And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the name of 
one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth: and they 
dwelled there about ten years. 

And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them; and the 
woman was left of her two sons and her husband. 

THEN she arose that she might return from the country of 
Moab; for she had heard in the country of Moab how that the 
LORD had visited his people in giving them bread. 

And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, return 
each to her mother’s house: the LORD deal kindly with you, 
as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me. 

And they lifted up their voice, and wept: and Orpah kissed 
her mother in law; but Ruth clave unto her. 

And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto her 
people, and unto her gods: return thou after thy sister in law. 
And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, nor to return 
from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; 


and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my 


people, and thy God my God: 

Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the 
LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part 
thee and me. 

When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, 
then she left speaking unto her. 

SO they two went, 

And they came to Beth-lehem in the beginning of barley 
harvest. 


| ND NAOMI had a kinsman of her 
husband's, a mighty man of wealth, 


of the family of Elimelech; and his 


name was Boaz. 


And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me now go to 
the field, and glean ears of corn after him in whose sight I shall 
find grace. And she said unto her, Go, my daughter. 

And she went, and came, and gleaned in the field after the 
reapers: and her hap was to light on a part of the field belonging 
unto Boaz, who was of the kindred of Elimelech. 

AND, behold, Boaz came from Beth-lehem, and said unto the 
reapers, The LORD be with you. And they answered, The 
LORD bless thee. 

Then said Boaz unto his servant that was set over the reapers, 
Whose damsel is this? 

And the servant that was set over the reapers answered and 
said, It is the Moabitish damsel that came back with Naomi 
out of the country of Moab: 

And she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather after the 
reapers among the sheaves: so she came, and hath continued 
even from the morning until now, that she tarried a little in 
the house. 

Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? 
Go not to glean in another field, neither go from hence, but 
abide here fast by my maidens: 

Let thine eyes be upon the field that they do reap, and go thou 
after them; have I nót charged the young men that they shall 
not touch thee? and when thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, 
and drink of that which the young men have drawn. 

Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and 
said unto him, Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou 
shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger? 


And Boaz answered and said unto her, It hath fully been 
shewed me, all that thou hast done unto thy mother in law 
since the death of thine husband: and how thou hast left thy 
father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art 
come unto a people which thou knowest not heretofore. 

The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given 
thee of the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou art 
come to trust. 

Then she said, Let me find favour in thy sight, my lord; for 
that thou hast comforted me, and for that thou hast spoken 
friendly unto thine handmaid, though I be not like unto one 
of thine handmaidens. 

And Boaz said unto her, At mealtime come thou hither, and 
eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat 
beside the reapers: and he reached her parched corn, and she 
did eat, and was sufficed, and left. 

And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded his 
young men, saying, Let her glean even among the sheaves, and 
reproach her not: : 

And let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her, and 
leave them, that she may glean them, and rebuke her not. 

So she gleaned in the field until even, and beat out that she had 
gleaned: and it was about an ephah of barley. 

AND she took it up, and went into the city: and her mother in 
law saw what she had gleaned: 

And she said unto her, Where hast thou gleaned to day? and 
where wroughtest thou? blessed be he that did take knowledge 
of thee. And she shewed her mother in law with whom she 
had wrought, and said, The man's name with whom I wrought 
to day is Boaz. 

And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed be he of the 
LORD, who hath not left off his kindness to the living and to 


Vendor 


the dead. And Naomi said unto her, The man is near of kin 
unto us, one of our next kinsmen. 

And Ruth the Moabitess said, He said unto me also, Thou 
shalt keep fast by my young men, until they have ended all my 
harvest. 

And Naomi said unto Ruth her daughter in law, It is good, my 
daughter, that thou go out with the maidens, that they meet 
thee not in any other field. 

So she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto the end 
of barley harvest and of wheat harvest; and dwelt with her 
mother in law. 


HEN NAOMI her mother in law said 
unto her, My daughter, shall I not 
seek rest for thee, that it may be 
well with thee? 


And now is not Boaz of our kindred, with whose maidens thou 
wast? Behold, he winnoweth barley to-night in the threshing- 
floor. 

Wash thyself therefore and anoint thee, and put thy raiment 
upon thee, and get thee down to the floor: but make not thyself 
known unto the man, until he shall have done eating and 
drinking. - 

And it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou shalt mark the 
place where he shall lie, and thou shalt go in, and uncover his 
feet, and lay thee down; and he will tell thee what thou shalt 
do. 

And she said unto her, All that thou sayest unto me I will do. 

AND she went down unto the floor, and did according to all 
that her mother in law bade her. 

And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, 
he went to lie down at the end of the heap of corn: and she 
came softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her down. 

AND it came to pass at midnight, that the man was afraid, 
and turned himself: and, behold, a woman lay at his feet. 

And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am Ruth 
thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine hand- 
maid; for thou art a near kinsman. P 

And he said, Blessed be thou of the LORD, my daughter: for 
thou hast shewed more kindness in the latter end than at the 
beginning, inasmuch as thou followest not young men, whether 
poor or rich. 


And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou 
requirest for all the city of my people doth know that thou art 
a virtuous woman. 

And now it is true that I am thy near kinsman: howbeit there 
is a kinsman nearer than I. 

Tarry this night, and it shall be in the morning, that if he will 
perform unto thee the part of a kinsman, well; let him do the 
kinsman's part: but if he will not do the part of a kinsman to 
thee, then I will do the part of a kinsman to thee, as the LORD 
liveth: lie down until the morning. 

AND she lay at his feet until the morning: and she rose up 
before one could know another. And he said, Let it not be 
known that a woman came into the floor. 

Also he said, Bring the veil that thou hast upon thee, and hold 
it. And when she held it, he measured six measures of barley, 
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and laid it on her: and she went into the city. 

And when she came to her mother in law, she said, Who art 
thou, my daughter? And she told her all that the man had 
done to her. 

And she said, These six measures of barley gave he me; for he 
said to me, Go not empty unto thy mother in law. 

Then said she, Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the 
matter will fall: for the man will not be in rest, until he have 


finished the thing this day. 


HEN WENT BOAZ up to the gate, and 
sat him down there: and, behold, 
the kinsman of whom Boaz spake 
came by; unto whom he said, Ho, 
such a one! turn aside, sit down here. And he 
turned aside, and sat down. 


And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, Sit ye 
down here. And they sat down. 

And he said unto kinsman, Naomi, that is come again 
out of the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which was 
our brother Elimelech's: 

And I thought to advise thee, saying, Buy it before the in- 
habitants, and before the elders of my people. If thou wilt 
redeem it, redeem it: but if thou wilt not redeem it, then tell 
me, that I may know: for there is none to redeem it beside 
thee: and I am after thee. And he said, I will redeem it. 

Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of the hand of 
Naomi, thou must buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife 
of the dead, to raise up the name of the dead upon his in- 
heritance. 

AND the kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I 
mar mine own inheritance: redeem thou my right to thyself; 
for I cannot redeem it. 

Now this was the manner in former time in Israel concerning 
redeeming and concerning changing, for to confirm all things; 
a man plucked off his shoe, and gave it to his neighbour: and 
this was a testimony in Israel. ; 

Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for thee. So he 
drew off his shoe. 

AND Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are 
witnesses this day, that I have bought all that was Elimelech’s 
and all that was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, of the hand of Naomi. 
Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I 
purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the dead upon 
his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off from 
among his brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye are 
witnesses this day. 

And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, 
We are witnesses. 

SO Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went 
in unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bare a 
son. 

And Naomi took the child, and laid it to her bosom, and be- 
came nurse unto it. 

And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There 
is a son born to Naomi; and they called his name Obed: 
he is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 
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THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL Chapter 2 


OW ELI the priest was very old, and 
heard all that his sons did unto all 
Israel; and how they lay with the 
women that assembled at the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation. 


And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. 
And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was laid down in 
his place, and his eyes began to wax dim, that he could not 
see; 

And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the LORD, 
where the ark of God was, and Samuel was laid down to 
sleep; 

That the LORD called Samuel: 

And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. 
And he said, I called not; lie down again. And he went and lay 
down. 


And the LORD called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose 
and went to Eli, and said, Here am 1; for thou didst call me. 
And he answered, I called not, my son; lie down again. 

Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, neither was the 
word of the LORD yet revealed unto him. 

And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he 
arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call 
me. And Eli perceived that the LORD had called the child. 
Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, 
if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, LORD; for thy 
servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
And the LORD came, and stood, and called as at other times, 
Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy 
servant heareth. 

AND the LORD said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in 
Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it shall 
tingle. 

In Taat day I will perform against Eli all things which I have 
spoken concerning his house: when I begin, I will also make 
an end. 


For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the 
iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves 
vile, and he restrained them not. 

And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the 
iniquity of Eli's house shall not be purged with sacrifice nor 
offering for ever. 

AND Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the doors of 
the house of the LORD. And Samuel feared to shew Eli the 
vision. 

Then Eh called Samuel, and said, Samuel, my son. And he 
answered, Here am I. 

And he said, What is the thing that the LORD hath said unto 
thee? I pray thee hide it not from me: God do so to thee, and 
more also, if thou hide any thing from me of all the things that 
he said unto thee. | 

And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing from him. 
And he said, It is the LORD: let him do what seemeth him 
good. ۱ 

AND Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him. 


ND THE WORD of Samuel came to 
all Israel. Now Israel went out 
against the Philistines to battle. 


And the Philistines put themselves in array against Israel: and 
when they joined battle, Israel was smitten before the 
Philistines. | | 

And the ark of God was taken; and the two sons of Eli were 
slain. | 

AND there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army the same 


day with his clothes rent, and with earth upon his head. 

And when he came, lo, Eli sat upon a seat by the wayside 
watching: for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And when 
the man came into the city, and told it, all the city cried out. 
And when Eli heard the noise of the crying, he said, What 
meaneth the noise of this tumult? 

Now Eli was ninety and eight years old; and his eyes were dim, 
that he could not see. 

And the messenger answered and said, Israel is fled before the 
Philistines, and there hath been also a great slaughter among 
the people, and thy two sons also are dead, and the ark of God 
is taken. 

And it came to pass, when he made mention of the ark of God, 
that he fell from off his seat backward by the side of the gate, 
and his neck brake, and he died: for he was an old man, and 


heavy. 
And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 
ND IT CAME TO PASS, when Samuel 


was old, that he made his sons 
| judges over Israel. 


And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned*aside after 
lucre, and took bribes, and perverted judgment. 

Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and 
came to Samuel, 

And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk 
not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the 
nations. 

And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto their voice, 
and make them a king. And Samuel said unto the men of 
Israel, Go every man unto his city. 


OW THERE WAS A MAN of Benjamin, 
whose name was Kish, a mighty 
man of power. 


And he had a son, whose name was Saul, a choice young man, 
and a goodly: and there was not among the children of Israel a 
goodlier person than he: from his shoulders and upward he was 
higher than any of the people. 

And when Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said unto him, 
Behold the man whom I spake to thee of! this same shall rule 
over my people. 


HEN SAMUEL took a vial of oil, and 
poured it upon his head, and kissed 
him and said, Is it not because the 


ーーー LORD hath anointed thee to 


be captain over his inheritance? 


And Samuel said to all the people, See ye him whom the LORD 
hath chosen, that there is none like him among all the people? 
And all the people shouted, and said, God save the king. 


SO Saul took the kingdom over Israel, and fought against all 
his enemies on every side. 


THEN came the word of the LORD unto Samuel, saying: _ 
It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king: for he is 


fumed: Back fom following me, and hath not performed my 
commandments. And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the 


LORD all night. 


And Samuel came no more to see Saul until the day of his 
death: nevertheless Samuel mourned for Saul; and the LORD 
repented that he had made Saul king over Israel. 


ND THE LORD said unto Samuel, 
How long wilt thou mourn for 
Saul, seeing I have rejected him 
from reigning over Israel? fill thine 
horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to 
Jesse the Beth-lehemite: for I have provided me 
a king among his sons. 


And Samuel said, How can I go? If Saul hear it, he will kill me. 
And the LORD said, Take an heifer with thee, and say, I am 
come to sacrifice to the LORD. 

And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will shew thee what thou 
shalt do: and thou shalt anoint unto me him whom I name 
unto thee. 

And Samuel did that which the LORD spake, and came to 
Beth-lehem. 

AND it came to pass, when they were come, that he looked on 
Eliab, and said, Surely the LORD’s anointed is before him. 
But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not upon his 
countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have 
refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth: for man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on 
the heart. 

Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. 
And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen this. 

Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And he said, Neither 
hath the LORD chosen this. 

Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. 
And Samuel said unto Jesse, The LORD hath not chosen 
these. 

Are here all thy children? And he said, There remaineth yet 
the youngest, and behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel 
said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we will not sit down 
till he come hither. 

And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal 
of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to. And the 
LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he. 

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
midst of his brethren: and the spirit of the LORD came upon 
David from that day forward. 


BUT the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil 
spirit from the LORD troubled him. 

And Saul’s servants said unto him, Behold now, an evil spirit 
from GOD troubleth thee. 

Let our Lord now command thy servants, which are before 
thee, to seek out a man, who is a cunning player on an harp: 
and it shall come to pass, when the evil spirit from God is 
upon thee, that he shall play with his hand, and thou shalt be 
well. 

And Saul said unto his servants, Provide me now a man that 
can play well, and bring him to me. 

Then answered one of the servants, and said, Behold, I have 
seen a son of Jesse the Beth-lehemite, that is cunning in 
playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man of war, and 
prudent in matters, and a comely person, and the LORD is 
with him. 

WHEREFORE Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and said, 
Send me David thy son, which is with the sheep. 

And Jesse took an ass laden with bread, and a bottle of wine, 
and a kid, and sent them by David his son unto Saul. 

And David came to Saul, and stood before him; and he loved 
him greatly and he became his armourbearer. 

And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was upon 
Saul, that David took an harp, and played with his hand: so 
Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed 
from him. 


OW THE PHILISTINES gathered 
together their armies to battle. 


And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together, and set 
the battle in array against the Philistines. 

And the Philistines stood on a mountain on the one side, and 
Israel stood on a mountain on the other side: and there was a 
valley between them. 

AND there went out a champion out of the camp of the 
Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was 
six cubits and a span. 

And he had an helmet of brass upon his head, and he was armed 
with a coat of mail; and the weight of the coat was five 
thousand shekels of brass. 

And he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and a target of brass 
between his shoulders. 

And the staff of his spear was like a weaver’s beam; and his 
spear's head weighed six hundred shekels of iron: and one 
bearing a shield went before him. 

And he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel, and said unto 
them, Why are ye come out to set your battle in array? am 
not I a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul? choose you a man 
for you, and let him come down to me. 

If he be able to fight with me, and to kill me, then will we be 
your servants: but if I prevail against him, and kill him, then 
shall ye be our servants, and serve us. 

I defy the armies of Israel this day; give me a man that we may 
fight together. 

When Saul and all Israel heard those words of the Philistine, 
they were dismayed and greatly afraid. 

And the three eldest sons of Jesse went and followed Saul to 
the battle: 

But David went and returned from Saul to feed his father’s 
sheep at Beth-lehem. 

And the Philistine drew near morning and evening, and 
presented himself forty days. 

And Jesse said unto David his son, Take now for thy brethren 
an ephah of this parched corn, and these ten loaves, and run to 
the camp of thy brethren; 

And carry these ten cheeses unto the captain of their thousand, 
and look how thy brethren fare, and take their pledge. 

AND David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep 
with a keeper, and took, and went, as Jesse had commanded 
him; and he came to the trench, as the host was going forth to 
fight, and shouted for the battle. 

For Israel and the Philistines had put the battle in array, army 
against army. 

And David left his carriage in the hand of the keeper of the 
catriage, and ran into the army, and came and saluted his 
brethren. | 

And as he talked with them, behold, there came up the 
champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the 
armies of the Philistines, and spake according to the same 
words: and David heard them. 

And all the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from 
him, and were sore afraid. 


And the men of Israel said, Have ye seen this man that is come 
up? surely to defy Israel is he come up: and it shall be, that the 
man who killeth him, the king will enrich him with great 
riches, and will give him his daughter, and make his father's 
house free in Israel. 

And David spake to the men that stood by him, saying, What 
shall be done to the man that killeth this Philistine, and taketh 
away the reproach from Israel? for who is this uncircumcised 
Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God? 
AND Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spake unto the 
men; and Eliab’s anger was kindled against David, and he 
said, Why comest thou down hither? and with whom hast thou 
left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know thy pride, and 
the naughtiness of thine heart; for thou art come down that 
thou mightest see the battle. 

And David said, What have I now done? Is there not a 
cause? 

And when the words were heard which David spake, they 
rehearsed them before Saul: and he sent for him. 

AND David said to Saul, Let no man’s heart fail because of 
him; thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine. 

And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against this 
Philistine to fight with him: for thou art but a youth, and he a 
man of war from his youth. 

And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father’s sheep, 
and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the 
flock: 

And I went after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of 
his mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught him by his 
beard, and smote him, and slew him. 

Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this 
uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath 
defied the armies of the living God. KON 

The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and 
out of the paw of the bear, shall deliver me out of the hand of 
this Philistine. And Saul said-unto David, Go, and the LORD 
be with thee. 

AND Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an helmet 
of brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat of 
mail. 

And David girded his sword upon his armour, and he assayed 
to go; for he had not proved it. And David said unto Saul, 
I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them. And David 
put them off him. 

And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth 
stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd's bag 
which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand: 
and he drew near to the Philistine. 

And the Philistine came on and drew near unto David; and the 
man that bare the shield went before him. 

And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he 
disdained him: for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a 
fair countenance. 

And the Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou 
comest to me with staves? And the Philistine cursed David by 
his gods. 

And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give 
thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the 
field. 

Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a 


sword, and with a spear, and with a shield; but I come to thee 
in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of 
Israel, whom thou hast defied. 

This day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and I 
will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give 
the carcases of the hosts of the Philistines this day unto the 
fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the 
earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 

And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not 
with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD’s and he 
will give you into our hands. 

And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and 
drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and ran toward 
the army to meet the Philistine. 

And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, 
and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the 
stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the 
earth. | | 
So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a 
stone and smote the Philistine, and slew him; but there was no 
sword in the hand of David. 

Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and took 
his sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew him, 
and cut off his head therewith. And when the Philistines saw 
their champion was dead, they fled. 


And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned 
from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the women came out 
of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, 
with tabrets, with joy, and with instruments of musick. 

And the women answered one another as they played, and said, 
Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands. 
And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased him; and 
he said, They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to 
me they have ascribed but thousands: and what can he have 
more but the kingdom? 

And Saul eyed David from that day forward. 


AND it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit from 


God came upon Saul: and there was a javelin in Saul’s hand. 
And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even 
to the wall with it. And David avoided out of his presence 
twice. | 

AND Saul was afraid of David, because the LORD was with 
him, and was departed from Saul. 


ND SAUL spake to Jonathan his son, 
and to all his servants, that they 


should kill David. 


But Jonathan Saul’s son delighted much in David: and 
Jonathan told David, saying, Saul my father seeketh to kill 
thee: now therefore, I pray thee, take heed to thyself until the 
morning, and abide in a secret place, and hide thyself. 

SO David fled, and escaped, and came to Samuel, and told him 
all that Saul had done to him. 


AND Samuel died; and all the Israelites were gathered 
together, and lamented him, and buried him in his house. 
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Symphony No. 2 (3RD MOVEMENT) Paul Ben-Haim 
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Conducted by Kenneth Alwyn 
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SIDE TWO 


Israeli Suite (DEGANIA ‘a’) Cyril Ornadel 
The Abbey Players 
Conducted by Brian Fahey 


Ahava Shoshana Shapira 
Sung by Ursula Connors and 
Noreen Willett 


Pastorale Variee (VARIATIONS | & 2) Paul Ben-Haim 
The Camerit Ensemble 

Conducted by Ytamar Safir 

Clarinet: Sidney Fell 


Pastorale Variee (VARIATION 6) Paul Ben-Haim 
The Camerit Ensemble 

Conducted by Ytamar Safir 

Clarinet: Sidney Fell 


“Song of Songs’ Paul Ben-Haim 
The Gadna Symphonic Orchestra 
Conducted by Shalom Ronli-Riklis 


THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL Chapter 31 


OW THE PHILISTINES fought against 
Israel: and the men of Israel fled 
from before the Philistines, and fell 
down slain in mount Gilboa. 


And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul and upon his 
sons: and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and 
Malchi-shua, Saul’s sons. 

And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers hit him: 
and he was sore wounded of the archers. 

Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, Draw thy sword, and 
thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircumcised come 
and thrust me through, and abuse me. But his armourbearer 
would not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword, 
and fell upon it. 

And when his armourbearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell 
likewise upon his sword, and died with him. 

So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armourbearer, and all 
his men, that same day together. 


THE SECOND BOOK OF SAMUEL Chapter 1 


AND David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and 
over Jonathan his son: 
The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places: how are the 


mighty fallen! 


Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askelon; 
lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters 
of the uncircumcised triumph. 

Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let there 
be rain, upon you, nor fields of offerings; for there the shield 
of the mighty ıs vilely cast away, the shield of Saul, as though 
he had not been anointed with oil. 

From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, the 
bow of Jonathan turned not back, and the sword of Saul 
returned not empty. 

Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and 
in their death they were not divided: they were swifter than 
eagles, they were stronger than lions. 

Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you in 
scarlet, with other delights, who put on ornaments of gold 
upon your apparel. | 

How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle! 
O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high places. 

I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant 
hast thou been unto me: thy love to me was wonderful, 
passing the love of women. 

How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war perished! 


And the men of Judah came, and anointed David king over the 
house of Judah. 


AND it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from 
off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king’s house: and 
from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman 
was very beautiful to look upon. 

And David sent and inquired after the woman. And one said, 
Is not this Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite? | 
And David sent messengers, and took her; and she. came in 


unto him, and he lay with her, and she returned unto her 
house. 

And the woman conceived, and sent and told David, and said, 
I am with child. 

AND it came to pass in the morning, that David wrote a letter 
to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 

And he wrote in the letter, saying, Set ye Uriah in the 
forefront of the hottest battle, and retire ye from him, that he 
may be smitten, and die. | 

And it came to pass, when Joab observed the city, that he 
assigned Uriah unto a place where he knew that valiant men 
were. 

And the men of the city went out, and fought with Joab: and 
there fell some of the people of the servants of David; and 
Uriah the Hittite died also. 

AND when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband 
was dead, she mourned for her husband. 

And when the mourning was past, David sent and fetched her. 
to his house, and she became his wife, and bare him a son. 


But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD. 


ND THE LORD sent Nathan unto 
N David. And he came unto him, and 
WE said unto him, There were two men 


| in one city; the one rich, and the 
other poor. 


The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: 

But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, 
which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up 
together with him, and with his children; and it did eat of 


his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, 
and was unto him as a daughter. 

And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to 
take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the 
wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor 
man’s lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to 
him. 

And David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man; and 
he said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the man that hath 
done this thing shall surely die: 

And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this 
thing, and because he had no pity. 

AND Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the 
LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and 
I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; 

And I gave thee thy master’s house, and thy master’s wives 
into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; 
and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given 
unto thee such and such things. 

Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the LORD, 
to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with 
the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast 
slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon. 

Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house. 


AND it came to pass after this, that Absalom the son of David 
sent spies throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, As soon 
as ye hear the sound of the trumpet, then shall ye say, 
Absalom reigneth in Hebron. 


AND there came a messenger to David, saying, The hearts of 
the men of Israel are after Absalom. 

And David said unto all his servants that were with him at 
Jerusalem, Arise, and let us flee; for we shall not else escape 
from Absalom: make speed to depart, lest he overtake us 
suddenly, and bring evil upon us, and smite the city with the 
edge of the sword. 


Then David arose, and all the people that were with him, and 
they passed over Jordan: by the morning light there lacked not 
one of them that was not gone over Jordan. 

And Absalom passed over Jordan, he and all the men of Israel 
with him. | 

So Israel and Absalom pitched in the land of Gilead. 


ND DAVID commanded Joab and 
Abishai and -Tetai saying, Deal 
gently for my sake with the young 
— man, even with Absalom. And all 
the people heard when the king gave all the 


captains charge concerning Absalom. 


SO the people went out into the field against Israel: and the 
battle was in the wood of Ephraim ; 

Where the people of Israel were slain before the servants of 
David, and there was there a great slaughter that day of 
twenty thousand men. 

AND Absalom met the servants of David. And Absalom rode 
upon a mule, and the mule went under the thick boughs of a 
great oak, and his head caught hold of the oak, and he was 
taken up between the heaven and the earth; and the mule that 
was under him went away. 

And a certain man saw it, and told Joab, and said, Behold, I 
saw Absalom hanged in an oak. 

Then said Joab, I may not tarry thus with thee. And he took 
three darts in his hand, and thrust them through the heart of 
Absalom, while he was yet alive in the midst of the oak. 

And ten young men that bare Joab’s armour compassed about 
and smote Absalom, and slew him. 

And Joab blew the trumpet, and the people returned from 
pursuing after Israel. 

And they took Absalom, and cast him into a great pit in the 
wood, and laid a very great heap of stones upon him: and all 
Israel fled every one to his tent. 


And David sat between the two gates: and the watchman went 
up to the roof over the gate unto the wall, and lifted up his 
eyes, and looked, and behold a man running alone. 

And the watchman cried, and told the king. And the king said, 
If he be alone, there is tidings in his mouth. And he came 
apace, and drew near. | 

And the watchman saw another man running: and the watch- 
man called unto the porter, and said, Behold another man 
running alone. And the king said, He also bringeth tidings. 
And the watchman said, Me thinketh the running of the fore- 
most is like the running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok. And 
the king said, He is a good man, and cometh with good tidings. 
And Ahimaaz called, and said unto the king, All is well. And 
he fell down to the earth upon his face before the king, and 
said, Blessed be the LORD thy God, which hath delivered up 
the men that lifted up their hand against my lord the king. 
And the king said, Is the young man Absalom safe? and 
Ahimaaz answered, When Joab sent the king’s servant, and 
me thy servant, I saw a great multitude, but I knew not what 
it was. 

And the king said unto him, Turn aside, and stand here. And 
he turned aside, and stood still. 

And, behold Cushi came; and Cushi said, Tidings, my lord 
the king: for the LORD hath avenged thee this day of all them 
that rose up against thee. 

And the king said unto Cushi, Is the young man Absalom safe ? 
And Cushi answered, The enemies of my lord the king, and all 
that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as that young man is. 
AND the king was much moved, and went up to the chamber 
over the gate, and wept: and as he went, thus he said, O my 
son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I had died 
for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son! 


THE FIRST BOOK OF THE KINGS Chapter 1 


OW KING DAVID was old and stricken 
in years. 


AND king David said, Call me Zadok the priest, and Nathan 
the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. And they came 
before the king: 

The king also said unto them, Take with you the servants of 
your lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride upon mine own 
mule, and bring him down to Gihon: 

And let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him 
there king over Israel: and blow ye with the trumpet, and say, 
God save king Solomon. 

So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the 
son of Jehoiada, went down, and caused Solomon to ride upon 


king David’s mule, and brought him to Gihon. 

And Zadok the priest took an horn of oil out of the tabernacle, 
and anointed Solomon. And they blew the trumpet; and all the 
people said, God save king Solomon. 

And all the people came up after him, and the people piped 
with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth rent 
with the sound of them. 


OW THE DAYS of David drew nigh 
that he should die. ` 


So David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of 
David. 

THEN sat Solomon upon the throne of David his father; and 
his kingdom was established greatly. 


THEN came there two women, that were harlots, unto the 
king, and stood before him. i 

And the one woman said, O my lord, I and this woman dwell 
in one house; and I was delivered of a child with her in the 
house. | 

And it came to pass the third day after that I was delivered, 


that this woman was delivered also: and we were together; 
there was no stranger with us in the house, save we two in the 
house. 

And this woman’s child died in the night; because she overlaid 
it. 

And she arose at midnight, and took my son from beside me, 
while thine handmaid slept, and laid it in her bosom, and laid 
her dead child in my bosom. 

And when I rose in the morning to give my child suck, behold, 
it was dead: and when I had considered in the morning, 
behold, it was not my son, which I did bear. 

And the other woman said, Nay: but the living is my son, 
and the dead is thy son. And this said, No; but the dead is thy 
son, and the living is my son. Thus they spake before the king. 
Then said the king, The one saith, This is my son that liveth, 
and thy son is dead: and the other saith, Nay; but thy son is 
the dead, and my son is the living. 

And the king said, Bring me a sword. And they brought a 
sword before the king. 

And the king said, Divide the living child in two, and give 
half to the one, and half to the other. 

Then spake the woman whose the living child was unto the 
king, for her bowels yearned upon her son, and she said, O my 
lord, give her the living child, and in no wise slay it. But the 
other said, Let it be neither mine nor thine, but divide it. 
Then the king answered and said, Give her the living child, 
and in no wise slay it: for she is the mother thereof. 

And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had 
judged; and they feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom 


of God was in him, to do judgment. 


AND God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding 
much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea 


shore. 
And Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children 


of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt. 
For he was wiser than all men; and his fame was in all nations 


round about. 
And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a 


thousand and five. 
And he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon 


even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall: he spake 
also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of 


fishes. 


And there came of all people to hear the wisdom of Solomon, 


from all kings of the earth, which had heard of his wisdom. 


ND WHEN THE QUEEN of Sheba 
heard of the fame of Solomon con- 


cerning the name of the LORD, 


she came to prove him with hard 


questions. 


And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels 
that bare spices, and very much gold, and precious stones: and 
when she was come to Solomon, she communed with him of 
all that was in her heart. 

And Solomon told her all her questions: there was not any 


thing hid from the king, which he told her not. 


And when the queen of Sheba had seen all Solomon’s wisdom, 
and the house that he had built, 

And the meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and 
the attendance of his ministers, and their apparel, and his 
cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up into the house 
of the LORD; there was no more spirit in her. 

And she said to the king, It was a true report that I heard in 
mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. 

Howbeit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine 
eyes had seen it; and, behold, the half was not told me: thy 
wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard. 

And she gave the king an hundred and twenty talents of gold, 
and of spices very great store, and precious stones: there came 
no more such abundance of spices as these which the queen of 
Sheba gave to king Solomon. 


And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all 
Israel was forty years. 

And Solomon slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city 
of David his father. | 


And Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel and Ahab did 
evil in the sight of the LORD. 


| ND ELIJAH the Tishbite, who was 
one of the inhabitants of Gilead, 
said unto Ahab, As the LORD God 
of Israel liveth, before whom I 
stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these 
years, but according to my word. 


And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, 

Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by 
the brook Cherith, which is before Jordan. 

And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have 
commanded the ravens to feed thee there. 

So he went and did according to the word of the LORD: for 
he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. 
And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, 
and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the brook. 
And it ‘came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up, 
because there had been no rain in the land. 

AND the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, 

Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and 
dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there 
to sustain thee. 

So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the 
gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering 
of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, 
a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. 

And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, 
Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. 

And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a 
cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in 
a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may 
go in and dress it for me and my son, so that we may eat it, 
and die. 

And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast 


said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto 
me, and after make for thee and for thy son. 

For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal 
shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day 
that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth. 

And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and 
she, and he, and her house, did eat many days. 

And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of 
oil fail, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake 
by Elijah. 


ND IT CAME TO PASS after many days, 
that the word of the LORD came 
to Elijah in the third year, saying, 
Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and 
I will send rain upon the earth. 


AND Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for 
there is a sound of abundance of rain. 

So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the 
top of Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the earth, and 
put his face between his knees. 

And he said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. 
And he went up and looked and said, There is nothing. And 
he said, Go again seven times. 

And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, 


there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man’s hand. 


And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and 
get thee down, that the rain stop thee not. 

And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaven was 
black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. 


And he came unto a cave and lodged there. 

And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind 
rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the 
LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the 
wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake: 
And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the 
fire: and after the fire a still small voice. 

And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face 
in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of 
the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, 
What doest thou here, Elijah? 

And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of 
hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, 
thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the 
sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to 
take it away. 

And the LORD said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the 
wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint Hazael 
to be king over Syria: 

And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over 
Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat shalt thou anoint to be 
prophet in thy room. 

SO he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, 
who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he 
with the twelfth: and Elijah passed by him, and cast his 
mantle upon him. i 

And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah. 
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THE FIRST BOOK OF KINGS Chapter 21 


ND IT CAME TO PASS after these 
things, that Naboth the Jezreelite 
had a vineyard, which was in 
=" Jezreel, hard by the palace of Ahab 


king of Samaria. 


And Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vineyard, 
that I may have it for a garden of herbs, because it is near unto 
my house: and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it; 
or, if it seem good to thee, I will give thee the worth of it in 
money. 

And Naboth said to Ahab, The LORD forbid it me, that I 
should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee. 

And Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased because 
of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him: 
And he laid him down upon his bed, and turned away his face, 
and would eat no bread. 

BUT Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou now govern 
the kingdom of Israel? arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart 
be merry: I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. 
So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, and sealed them with his 
seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and to the nobles that 
were in his city, dwelling with Naboth. 

And she wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and set 
Naboth on high among the people: 

And set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to bear witness 
against him, saying, Thou didst blaspheme God and the king. 
And then carry him out, and stone him, that he may die. 

And the men of his city, even the elders and the nobles who 
were the inhabitants in his city, did as Jezebel had sent unto 
them, and as it was written in the letters which she had sent 
unto them. 

Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is stoned, and is dead. 
AND it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth was 
stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take 
possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he 
refused to give thee for money: for Naboth is not alive, but 
dead. | | 

And it came to pass, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, 


that Ahab rose up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the 
Jezreelite, to take possession of it. 

AND the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, 
saying, 

Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, which is in 
Samaria: behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither he 
is gone down to possess it. 

And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the LORD, 
Hast thou killed, and also taken possession? Thus saith the 
LORD, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth 
shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine. 

And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine enemy? 
And he answered, I have found thee: because thou hast sold 
thyself to work evil in the sight of the LORD. 

And it came to pass, when Ahab heard these words, that he 
rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, 
and lay in sackcloth, and went softly. 


And the king of Israel disguised himself, and went into battle. 
And a certain man drew a bow at a venture, and smote the king 
of Israel between the joints of the harness: wherefore he said 
unto the driver of his chariot, Turn thine hand, and carry me 
out of the host; for I am wounded. 

And the battle increased that day: and the king was stayed up 
in his chariot against the Syrians, and died at even: and the 
blood ran out of the wound into the midst of the chariot. 

SO the king died, and was brought to Samaria; and they 
buried the king in Samaria. 

And one washed the chariot in the pool of Samaria; and the 
dogs licked up his blood; according to the word of the LORD. 


THE SECOND BOOK OF THE KINGS Chapter 2 


ND IT CAME TO Pass, when the 
LORD would take up Elijah into 


heaven, that Elijah went with 


Elisha from Gilgal. 


And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the 
LORD hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the LORD 
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they 
two stood by Jordan. 


And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and 
smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, 
so that they two went over on dry ground. 

And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, 
behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and 
parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind 
into heaven. 

AND Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the 
chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him 
no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them 
in two pieces. 

He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and 
went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan; 

And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote 
the waters, and said, Where is the LORD God of Elijah? and 
when he also had smitten the waters, they parted hither and 
thither; and Elisha went over. 


OW NAAMAN, captain of the host of 
the king of Syria, was a great man 
with his master, and honourable, 
because by him the LORD had 
given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a 
mighty man in valour, but he was a leper. 


And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought 
away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she 
waited on Naaman’s wife. 

And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord were with 
the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover him of his 
leprosy. 

And one went in and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said 
the maid that is of the land of Israel. 

And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a letter 
unto the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him 
ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten 
changes of raiment. 

And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, Now 
when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have therewith 
sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him 


of his leprosy. 


And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read the letter, 
that he rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and to 
make alive, that this man doth send unto me to recover a man 
of his leprosy? wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he 
seeketh a quarrel against me. 

AND it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that 
the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, 
saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come now 
to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel. 

So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and 
stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 

And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash 
in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, 
and thou shalt be clean. 

But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I 
thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call 
on the name of the LORD his God, and strike his hand over 
the place, and recover the leper. 

Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all 
the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So 
he turned and went away in a rage. 

And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My 
father, if the prophet had bid thee to do some great thing, 
wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when 
he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? 

Then he went down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, 
according to the saying of the man of God; and his flesh came 
again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 
AND he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, 
and came, and stood before him: and he said, Behold, now I 
know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel: now 
therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant. 

But he said, As the LORD liveth, before whom I stand, I 
will receive none. And he urged him to take it; but he refused. 
And he said unto him, Go in peace. So he departed from him 
a little way. 

BUT Gehazi; the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, 
Behold, my master hath spared Naaman this Syrian, in not 
receiving at his hands that which he brought: but, as the LORD 
liveth, I will run after him, and take somewhat of him. 

So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when Naaman saw 
him running after him, he lighted down from the chariot to 
meet him, and said, Is all well? 

And he ‘said, All is well. My master hath sent me, saying, 
Behold, even now there be come to me from mount Ephraim 
two young men of the sons of the prophets: give them, I pray 
thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of garments. 

And Naaman said, Be content, take two talents. And he 
urged him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, and 
two changes of garments, and laid them upon two of his 
servants; and they bare them before him. 

And when he came to the tower, he took them from their hand, 
and bestowed them in the house: and he let the men go, and 
they departed. 

But he went in, and stood before his master. And Elisha said 
unto him, Whence comest thou, Gehazi? And he said, Thy 
servant went no whither. 

And he said unto him, Went not mine heart with thee, when 
the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee? Is it a 
time to receive money, and to receive garments, and olive- 
yards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, 
and maidservants? 

The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and 
unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his presence a 
leper as white as snow. 


THE BOOK OF JOB Chapter 1 


|| HERE WAS A MAN in the land of 


Uz, whose name was Job; and that 
man was perfect and upright, and 


one that feared God, and eschewed 


evil. 


And there were born unto him seven sons and three daughters. 


His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three 
thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five 
hundred she asses, and a very great household; so that this man 
was the greatest of all the men of the east. 

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them. 
And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then 
Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in 
the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 

And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my 
servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect 
and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth 
evil? 

Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God 
for nought? 

Hast thou not made an hedge about him, and about his house, 
and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the 
work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. 
But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and 
he will curse thee to thy face. 

And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in 
thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So 
Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD. 

And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were 
eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house: 

And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen 
were plowing, and the asses feeding beside them: 

And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, 
they have slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I 
only am escaped alone to tell thee. 

While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, 
The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the 
sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am 
escaped alone to tell thee. 


While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, 
The Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, 
and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with 
the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 
While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, 
Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in 
their eldest brother’s house: 

And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, 
and smote the four corners of the house, that it fell upon the 
young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone 
to tell thee. 

Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and 
fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, 

And said, Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked 
shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath 
taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD. 

In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 


Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them 
to present himself before the LORD. 

And the LORD said unto Satan, From whence comest thou? 
And Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and 
fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 

And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my 
servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect 
and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil ? 
and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst 
me against him, to destroy him without cause. 

And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all 
that a man hath will he give for his life. 

But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his 
flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. 

And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand: 
but save his life. 

So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote 
Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. 
And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he 
sat down among the ashes. 

Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine 
integrity? curse God, and die. 

And he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish 


women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of 
God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin 
with his lips. 

Now when Job’s three friends heard of all this evil that was 
come upon him, they came every one from his own place: 
Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the 
Naamathite: for they had made an appointment together to 
come to mourn with him and to comfort him. 

And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, 
they lifted up their voice, and wept; and they rent every one 
his mantle, and sprinkled dust upon their heads toward heaven. 
So they sat down with him upon the ground seven days and 
seven nights. | 


After this opened Job his mouth, and said, 


My soul is weary of my life; I will leave my complaint upon 
myself; I will speak in the bitterness of my soul. 

I will say unto God, Do not condemn me; shew me wherefore 
thou contendest with me. | 

Is it good unto thee that thou shouldest oppress, that thou 
shouldest despise the work of thine hands, and shine upon the 
counsel of the wicked? 

Hast thou eyes of flesh? or seest thou as man seeth? 

Are thy days as the days of man? are thy years as a man’s days, 
That thou inquirest after mine iniquity, and searchest after my 
sin? 

Thou knowest that I am not wicked; and there is none that can 
deliver out of thine hand. 

Thine hands have made me and fashioned me together round 
about; yet thou dost destroy me. 

Remember, I beseech thee, that thou hast made me as the clay; 
and wilt thou bring me into dust again? 

Hast thou not poured me out as milk, and curdled me like 
cheese? 

Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh, and has fenced me 
with bones and sinews. 

Thou hast granted me life and favour, and thy visitation hath 
preserved my spirit. 

All these things hast thou hid in thine heart: I know that this 
is with thee. 

If I sin, then thou markest me, and thou wilt not acquit me 
from mine iniquity. 

If I be wicked, woe unto me; and if I be righteous, yet will I 
not lift up my head. I am full of confusion; therefore see thou 
mine affliction. 


But where shall wisdom be found? and where is the place of 
understanding ? 

Man knoweth not the price thereof; neither is it found in the 
land of the living. 

The depth said, It is not in me: and the sea saith, It is not with 
me. 

It cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be weighed for 
the price thereof. 

It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious 
onyx, or the sapphire. 

The gold and the crystal cannot equal it: and the exchange of 
it shall not be for jewels of fine gold. 


No mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls: for the price 
of wisdom is above rubies. 2 

The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, neither shall it be 
valued with pure gold. 

Whence then cometh wisdom? and where is the place of 
understanding ? 

Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, and kept close from 
the fowls of the air. 

Destruction and death say, We have heard the fame thereof 
with our ears. 

God understandeth the way thereof, and he knoweth the place 
thereof. 

For he looketh to the ends of the earth, and seeth under the 
whole heaven; 

To make the weight for the winds; and he weigheth the 
waters by measure. 

When he made a decree for the rain, and a way for the lightning 
of the thunder: 

Then did he see it, and declare it; he prepared it, yea, he 
searched 1t out. 

And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is 
wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding. 


Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said, 
Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, 
and answer thou me. 

Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? 


. declare, if thou hast understanding. 


Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who 
hath stretched the line upon it? 

Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who hath 
laid the corner stone thereof; 

When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy? 

Or who shut up the sea with doors, when it brake forth, as if 
it had issued out of. the womb? 

When I made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick dark- 
ness a swaddling-band for it, 

And brake up for it my decreed place, and set bars and doors, 

And said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here 
shall thy proud waves be stayed? 

Wilt thou hunt the prey for the lion? or fill the appetite of the 
young lions, | 

When they couch in their dens, and abide in the covert to lie 
in wait? 

Who provideth for the raven his food? when his young ones 
cry unto God, they wander for lack of meat. 

Knowest thou the time when the wild goats of the rock bring 
forth? or canst thou mark when the hinds do calve? 

Who hath sent out the wild ass free? or who hath loosed the 
bands of the wild ass? 

Whose dwellings I have made the wilderness, and the barren 
land his dwellings. 

He scorneth the multitude of the city, neither regardeth he the 
crying of the driver. 

The range of the mountains is his pasture, and he searcheth 
after every green thing. 

Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the peacocks? or wings and 
feathers unto the ostrich? 


Which leaveth her eggs in the earth, and warmeth them in the 
dust, 

And forgetteth that the foot may crush them, or that the wild 
beast may break them. | 

She is hardened against her young ones, as though they were 
not hers: her labour is in vain without fear; 

Because God hath deprived her of wisdom, neither hath he 
imparted to her understanding. 

What time she lifteth up herself on high, she scorneth the 
horse and his rider. 

Hast thou given the horse strength? hast thou clothed his neck 
with thunder? 

Canst thou make him afraid as a grasshopper? the glory of his 
nostrils is terrible. 

He paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in his strength: he 
goeth on to meet the armed men. 

He mocketh at fear, and is not affrighted; neither turneth he 
back from the sword. 

The quiver rattleth against him, the glittering spear and the 
shield. 

He swalloweth the ground with fierceness and rage: neither 
believeth he that it is the sound of the trumpet. 

He saith among the trumpets, Ha, ha; and he smelleth the 
battle afar off, the thunder of the captains, and the shouting. 
Doth the hawk fly by thy wisdom, and stretch her wings 
toward the south? 

Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and make her nest 
on high? 

She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon the crag of the 
rock, and the strong place. 

From thence she seeketh the prey, and her eyes behold afar off. 
Her young ones also suck up blood: and where the slain are, 
there is she. 


Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty instruct him? He 
that reproveth God, let him answer it. 


Then Job answered the LORD and said, 

I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can 
be withholden from thee. 

Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? therefore 
have I uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for 
me, which I knew not. 

Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, 
and declare thou unto me. ۱ 

I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine 
eye seeth thee. 

Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. 

So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his 
beginning: for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six 
thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand 
she asses. 

He had also seven sons and three daughters. 

And in all the land were no women found so fair as the 
daughters of Job: and their father gave them inheritance 
among their brethren. 

After this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his 
sons, and his sons’ sons, even four generations. 


So Job died, being old and full of days. 
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THE BOOK OF DANIEL Chapter 3 


EBUCHADNEZZAR THE KING made an 
image of gold, whose height was 
threescore cubits, and the breadth 
thereof six cubits; he set it up in 
the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 


Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the 
princes, the governors, and the captains, the judges, the 
treasurers, the counsellers, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the 


> 


provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 

Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, 
nations, and languages, 

That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall 
down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the 
king hath set up: ` 

And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same 
hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 
Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and 
accused the Jews. 

They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live 
for ever. 

There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of 


the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego; 
these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy 
gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 
Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to 
bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Then they brought 
these men before the king. 

Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, do not ye serve my gods, 
nor worship the golden image which I have set up? 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the 
king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in 
this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to de- 
liver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us 
out of thine hand, O king. 

But, if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not 


serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast 
set up. | 
a Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his 
visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego: 
therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat the 
furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated. 
And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his 
army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and to cast 
them into the burning fiery furnace. 

Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and 
their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into the 
midst of the burning fiery furnace. 

Therefore because the king’s commandment was urgent, and 
the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those that 
took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. 

And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell 
down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and said, Lo, 
I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they 
have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of 
God. 


Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning 
fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
` Abed-nego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and 
come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, came 
forth of the midst of the fire. 

And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king’s 
counsellers, being gathered together, saw these men, upon 
whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their 
head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of 
fire had passed on them. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel, 
and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have 
changed the king’s word, and yielded their bodies, that they 


might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God. 


Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his 
lords, and drank wine before the thousand. 

Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the 
gold and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had 
taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king, 
and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink 
therein. i 

They drank wine, and praised the gods of | gold, and of silver, 
of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. 

In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote 
over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the 
king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that 
wrote. 

Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts 
troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his 
knees smote one against another. 

The king cried aloud to bring 1n the astrologers, the Chaldeans, 
and the soothsayers. And the king spake, and said to the wise 
men of Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew 
me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, and 
have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler 
in the kingdom. 

Then came in all the king's wise men: but they could not read 
the writing, nor make known to the king the interpretation 
thereof. 

Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance 
was changed in him, and his lords were astonied. 

Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king and his 
lords, came into the banquet house: and the queen spake and 
said, O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, 
nor let thy countenance be changed: 

There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the 
holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and under- 
standing and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found 
in him; now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the 
interpretation. 

Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king 
spake and said unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of 
the children of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my 


father brought out of Jewry? 

I have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, and 
dissolve doubts: now if thou canst read the writing, and make 
known to me the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed 
with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt 
be the third ruler in the kingdom. 

Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts 
be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read 
the writing unto the king, and make known to him the 
interpretation. 

This is the writing that was written, Mene, Mene, Tekel, 
Upharsin. 

This is the interpretation of the thing: Mene; God hath 
numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 

Tekel; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found 
wanting. 

Peres; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and 
Persians. 

Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with 
scarlet, and put a chain of gold about his neck, and made a 
proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler 
in the kingdom. | 

In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. 
And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about 
threescore and two years old. 

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and 
twenty princes, which should be over the whole kingdom; 
And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: that 
the princes might give accounts unto them, and the king should 
have no damage. 

Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and 
princes, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king 
thought to set him over the whole realm. 

Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against 
Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find none 
occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was 
there any error or fault found in him. 

Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this 
Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law of his 
God. 

Then these presidents and princes assemblarbly 

king, and said thus unto him, King P ‚er 

All the presidents of the kingde _»vetnors, and the 
princes, the counsellers, and tes captains, have consulted 
together to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, 
that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for 
thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den 
of lions. 

Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that 
it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes and 
Perstans, which altereth not. 

Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree. 
Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went 
into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber 
toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, 
and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did 
aforetime. 

Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and 
making supplication before his God. 

Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the 
king’s decree; Hast thou not signed a decree, that every man 
that shall ask a petition of any God or man within thirty days, 
save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The 
king answered and said, The thing is true, according to the law 
of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. 

Then answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, 
which is of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not 
thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh 
his petition three times a day. 

Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased 
with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him: and 
he laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver him. 
Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the 
king, Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and Persians is, 
That no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may be 
changed. 

Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast 


————— o _ 


him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and said unto 
Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will 
deliver thee. 

And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; 
and the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet 
of his lords; that the purpose might not be changed concerning 
Daniel. 

Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting: 
neither were instruments of musick brought before him: and 
his sleep went from him. 

Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in 
haste unto the den of lions. 

And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice 
unto Daniel: and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, 
servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest 
continually, able to deliver thee from the lions? 

Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. 

My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lion’s mouths, 
that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency 
was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no 
hurt. 

Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded 
that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was 
taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon 
him, because he believed in his God. 


JONAH Chapter 1 


OW THE WORD of the LORD came 
unto Jonah the son of Amittai, 


saying, 

Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; 
for their wickedness is come up before me. 

But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the 
Lord, and went unto Joppa; and he found a ship going to 
Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to 
go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. 
But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a 
mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be 
broken. 

Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every one unto his 
god, and cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea, 
to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides 
of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep. 

So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, What 
meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that 
God will think upon us, that we perish not. 

And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast 
lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is come upon 
us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. 

Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose 
cause this evil is upon us; what is thine occupation? and whence 
comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people art 
thou? 

And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, 
the God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land. 
Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, Why 


hast thou done this? For the men knew that he fled from the 
presence of the LORD, because he had told them. 

Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that the 
sea may be calm unto us? for the sea wrought, and was 
tempestuous. 

And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the 
sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you: for I know that for my 
sake this great tempest is upon you. 

Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to land; but they 
could not: for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against 
them. 

Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, We beseech 
thee, O LORD, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this 
man’s life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O 
LORD, has done as it pleased thee. 

So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the 
sea ceased from her raging. 

Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered 
a sacrifice unto the LORD and made vows. 

Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. 
And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three 
nights. 


HEN JONAH prayed unto the LORD 
his God out of the fish's belly. 


And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, 
and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou 
heardest my voice. 

For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas; 
and the floods compassed me about: all thy billows and thy 
waves passed over me. | 
Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; yet I will look again 
toward thy holy temple. 

The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the depth 
closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped about my 
head. 

I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with 
her bars was about me for ever: yet hast thou brought up my 
life from corruption, O LORD my God. 

When my soul fainted within me I remembered the LORD: 
and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy Temple. 
They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy. 

But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; 
I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation 1s of the LORD. 
And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah 


upon the dry land. 


ND THE WORD of the LORD came 
gee unto Jonah the second time, saying, 


Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the 
preaching that I bid thee. 
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So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word 
of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three 
days” journey. 

And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he 
cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown. 
So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, 
and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the 
least of them. 

For word came unto the King of Nineveh, and he arose from 
his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with 
sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 

And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through 
Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let 
neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them 
not feed, nor drink water: 

But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry 
mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil 
way, and from the violence that is in their hands. 

Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from 
his fierce anger, that we perish not? | 
And God saw their works, that they turned from their evıl way; 
and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do 
unto them; and he did it not. 


UT IT DISPLEASED Jonah exceedingly, 
and he was very angry. 


And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O 
LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my 
country? 

Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art 
a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 

Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life from 
me; for it is better for me to die than to live. 

Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be angry? 

So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the 
city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the 
shadow, till he might see what would become of the city. 

And the LORD God, prepared a gourd, and made it to come up 
over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver 
him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd. 
But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, 
and it smote the gourd that it withered. 

And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared 
a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, 
that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is 
better for me to die than to live. | 

And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the 
gourd? And he said, I do well to be angry, even unto death. | 
Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the 
which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; which 
came up in a night, and perished in a night: 

And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are 
more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between 
their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle? 
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THE BOOK OF PSALMS 
PSALM No. 23 


HE LORD is my sheperd; I shall not 


want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me 
beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteous- 
ness for his name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me. | | 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth 
over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 


PSALM No. 24 


The earth is the LORD’s, and the fulness thereof; the world, 
and they that dwell therein. 

For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon 
the floods. 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand 
in his holy place? 

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted 
up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 

He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness 


————— 


from the God of his salvation. 

This 1s the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy 
face, O Jacob. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting 
doors; and the King of glory shall come in. 

Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the 
LORD mighty in battle. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting 
doors; and the King of glory shall come in. 

Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King 


glory. 


PSALM No. 42 


As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul 
after thee, O God. 

My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall 
I come and appear before God? ` 

My tears have been my meat day and night, while they 
continually say unto me, Where is thy God? | 

When I remember these things, I pour out my soul in me: for 
I had gone with the multitude, I went with them to the house 
of God, with the voice of joy and praise, with a multitude that 
kept holy-day. 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou 
disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him 
for the help of his countenance. 

O my God, my soul is cast down within me: therefore will 
I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, 
from the hill Mizar. 

Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts: all thy 
waves and thy billows are gone over me. 


Yet the Lord will command his lovingkindness in the daytime, 
and in the night his song shall be with me, and my prayer 
unto the God of my life. 

I will say unto God my rock, Why hast thou forgotten me? why 
go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? 

As with a sword in my bones, mine enemies reproach me; while 
they say daily unto me, Where is thy God? 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou 
disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise 
him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God. 


PSALM No. 46 


God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and 
though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; 
Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the 
mountains shake with the swelling thereof. 

There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of 
God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High. 

God 1s in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall 
help her, and that right early. 

The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his 
voice, the earth melted. 

The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
Come, behold the works of the LORD, what desolations he 
hath made in the earth. 

He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaketh 
the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the 
chariot in the fire. 

Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the 
heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. 

The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 


PSALM No. 48 


Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our 
God, in the mountain of his holiness. 

Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount 
Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King. 
God 1s known in her palaces for a refuge. 

For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together. 
They saw it, and so they marvelled; they were troubled, and 
hasted away. | 

Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in 
travail. 

Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east wind. 

As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of 
hosts, 1n the city of our God: God will establish it for ever. 
We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, in the midst 
of thy temple. 

According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto the ends of 
the earth: thy right hand is full of righteousness. 

Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, 
because of thy judgments. 

Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers 
thereof. 

Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her paláces; that ye may 
tell it to the generation following. 

For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide 
even unto death. i 


PSALM No. 57 


Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my soul 
trusteth in thee: yea, in the shadow of thy wings will I make 
my refuge, until these calamities be overpast. 

I will cry unto God most.high; unto God that performeth all 
things for me. | 

He shall send from heaven, and save me from the reproach of 
him that would swallow me up. God shall send forth his mercy 
and his truth. | 

My soul is among lions: and I lie even among them that are set 
on fire, even the sons, of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows, 
and their tongue a sharp sword. 

Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens; let thy glory be 
above all the earth. 

They have prepared a net for my steps; my soul is bowed down: 


they have digged a pit before me, into the midst whereof they 


are fallen themselves. 

My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing and give 
praise. 

Awake up, my glory; awake, psaltery and harp: I myself will 
awake early. | 

I will praise thee, O LORD, among the people: I will sing unto 
thee among the nations. 

For thy mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy truth unto the 
clouds. 

Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: let thy glory be 
above all the earth. 


PSALM No. 62 


Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from him cometh my 

salvation. ۱ 

He only is my rock and my salvation; he is my defence; I shall 

not be greatly moved. 

How long will ye imagine mischief against a man? ye shall be 

slain all of you: as a bowing wall shall ye be, and as a tottering 

fence. 

They only consult to cast him down from his excellency: they 

delight in lies: they bless with their mouth, but they curse 

inwardly. 

1 soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from 
im. 

He only is my rock and my salvation: he is my defence; I shall 

not be moved. 

In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my strength, 

and my refuge, is in God. 

Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before 

him: God is a refuge for us. 

Surely men of low degree are vanity, and men of high degree 

are a lie: to be laid in the balance, they are altogether lighter 

than vanity. 

Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in robbery: if 

riches increase, set not your heart upon them. 

God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power 

belongeth unto God. 

Also unto thee, O LORD, belongeth mercy: for thou renderest 

to every man according to his work. 


PSALM No. 67 


God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause his face to 
shine upon us; 

That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health 
among all nations. 

5 the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise 
thee. 

O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: for thou shalt judge 
the people righteously, and govern the nations upon earth. 

E. the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise 
Cee. 

Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God, even our own 
God, shall bless us. 

God shall bless us; and all the ends of the earth shall fear him. 


PSALM No. 84 


How amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts! 

My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the LORD: 
my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. 

Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest 
for herself, where she may lay her young, even thine altars, 
O LORD of hosts, my king, and my God. 

Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still 
praising thee. 

Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; in whose heart are 
the ways of them. 

Who passing through the valley of Baca make it a well; the rain 
also filleth the pools. 

They go from strength to strength, and every one of them in 
Zion appeareth before God. 

O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer: give ear, O God of 
Jacob. 

Behold, O God our shield, and look upon the face of thine 


anointed. 


For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather 
be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the 
tents of wickedness. 

For the LORD God ís a sun and shield: the LORD will give 
grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that 
walk uprightly. | 

O LORD of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee. 


PSALM No. 72 
Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy righteousness 


unto the king’s son. 

He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and thy poor with 
judgment. 

The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the little 
hills, by righteousness. 

He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall save the children 
of the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor. 

They shall fear thee as long as the sun and moon endure, 
throughout all generations. 

He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers 
that water the earth. 

In his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace 
so long as the moon endureth. 

He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river 
unto the ends of the earth. 


They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him; and his ` 


enemies shall lick the dust. 

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: the 
kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. 

Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall 
serve him. 

For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and 
him that hath no helper. 

He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the souls of 
the needy. 

He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence: and 
precious shall their blood be in his sight. 

And he shall live, and to him shall be given of the gold of 
Sheba: prayer also shall be made for him continually; and 
daily shall he be praised. 

There shall be an handful of corn in the earth upon the top of 
the mountains; the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon: and 
they of the city shall flourish like grass of the earth. 

His name shall endure for ever: his name shall be continued as 
long as the sun: and men shall be blessed in him: all nations 
shall call him blessed. 

Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, who only doeth 
wondrous things. 

And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the whole 
earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen. 

Selah. 


PSALM No. go 


LORD, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst 
formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to 
everlasting, thou art God. 

Thou turnest man to destruction; and sayest, Return, ye 
children of men. 

For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is 
past, and as a watch in the night. 

Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are as a sleep: in 
the morning they are like grass which groweth up. 

In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the evening 
it 1s cut down, and withereth. 

For we are consumed by thine anger, and by thy wrath are we 
troubled. 

Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the 
light of thy countenance. | 

For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: we spend our 
years as a tale that is told. 

The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by 
reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength 
labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away. 
Who knoweth the power of thine anger? even according to thy 
fear, so is thy wrath. 


So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom. 

Return, O LORD, how long? and let it repent thee concerning 
thy servants. 

O satisfy us early with thy mercy; that we may rejoice and be 
glad all our days. 

Make us glad according to the days wherein thou hast afflicted 
us, and the years wherein we have seen evil. 

Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their 
children. 

And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us; and 
establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of 
our hands establish thou it. 


PSALM No. 91 


He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall 
abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 

I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my 
God; in him will I trust. 

Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and 
from the noisome pestilence. 

He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt 
thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. 

Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the 
arrow that flieth by day; 

Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the 
destruction that wasteth at noonday. 


A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right 
hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. 

Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of 
the wicked. 

Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even 
the most High, thy habitation; 

There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come 
nigh thy dwelling. 

For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all 
thy ways. 

They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot 
against a stone. 

Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and 
the dragon shalt thou trample under feet. 

Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver 
him: I will set him up on high, because he hath known my 
name. | 

He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with 
him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him. 

With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation. 


PSALM No. 95 


O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise 
to the rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a 
joyful noise unto him with psalms. j 

For the LORD 1s a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the deep places of the earth: the strength of the 
hills is his also. 

he sea is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the dry 
and. 

O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the 
LORD our maker. 

For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the 
sheep of his hand. To day if ye will hear his voice, 

Harden not your heart, as in the provocation, and as in the day 
of temptation in the wilderness: 

When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my work. 
Forty years long was I grieved with this generation, and said, 
It is a people that do err in their heart, and they have not 
known my ways: 

Unto whom I sware in my wrath that they should not enter into 
my rest. 


PSALM No. 98 


O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done 
marvellous things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath got- 


ten him the victory. 


os 


The LORD hath made known his salvation: his righteousness 
hath he openly shewed in the sight of the heathen. 

He hath remembered his mercy and his truth toward the house 
of Israel: all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of 
our God. 

Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all the earth: make a loud 
noise, and rejoice, and sing praise. | 
Sing unto the LORD with the harp; with the harp, and the 
voice of a psalm. : 
With trumpets and sound-of cornet make a joyful noise before 
the LORD, the King. 

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they 
that dwell therein. 

Let the floods clap their hands: let the hills be joyful together 


Before the LORD; for he cometh to judge the earth: with 


righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people with 
equity. 


PSALM No. 100 


Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. 

Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with 
singing. 

Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, 
and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his 
pasture. 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with 
praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name. 

For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth 


endureth to all generations. 


PSALM No. 115 


Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give 
the glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake. 

Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is now their God? 
But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he 
hath pleased. 

Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men’s hands. 

They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes have they, but 
they see not: 

They have ears, but they hear not: noses have they, but they 
smell not: | 

They have hands, but they handle not: feet have they, but they 
walk not: neither speak they through their throat. 

They that make them are like unto them; so is every one that 
trusteth in them. 

O Israel, trust thou in the LORD: he is their help and their 
shield. 

O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD: he is their help and their 
shield. 

Ye that fear the LORD, trust in the LORD: he is their help 
and their shield. 

The LORD hath been mindful of us: he will bless us; he will 
bless the house of Israel; he will bless the house of Aaron. 

He will bless them that fear the LORD, both small and great. 
The LORD shall increase you more and more, you and your 
children. 

Ye are blessed of the LORD which made heaven and earth. 
The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD’s: but the earth 
hath he given to the children of men. 

The dead praise not the LORD, neither any that go down into 
silence. 
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But we will bless the LORD from this time forth and for 
evermore. Praise the LORD. 


PSALM No. 121 


I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my 
help. 

SCR cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and 
earth. ۱ 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee 
will not slumber. 

Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. 
The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy 
right hand. 

The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. 
The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve 
thy soul. 

The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from 


this time forth, and even for evermore. 


PSALM No. 122 


I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of 
the LORD. 

Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together: 
Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, unto the 


testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the 


LORD. 


For there are set thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house 


of David. 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love 


thee. 
Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. 
For my brethren and companions’ sakes, I will now say, Peace 


be within thee. 
Because of the house of the LORD our God I will seek thy 


good. 


PSALM No. 126 


When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, we were 
like them that dream. 


Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with 


singing: then said they among the heathen, The LORD hath 
done great things for them. 

The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad. 
Turn again our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in the south. 
They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 

He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with 
him. 


PSALM No. 127 


Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that 
build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh 
but in vain. 

It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread 
of sorrows: for so he giveth his beloved sleep. 

Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the 
womb is his reward. 

As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of 
the youth. 

Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall 


not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the 
gate. 


PSALM: No: 137 


By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, 
when we remembered Zion. 

We hanged our ‘harps upon the willows in the midst thereof. 
For there they that carried us away captive required of us a 
song; and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, 
Sing us one of the songs of Zion. 

How shall we sing the LORD's song in a strange land? 

If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her 
cunning. 

If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of 
my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy. 
Remember, O LORD, the children of Edom in the day of 
Jerusalem; who said, Rase it, rase it, even to the foundation 
thereof. 

O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy shall 
he be, that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us. 

Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones 


against the stones. 


PSALM No. 148 


Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the LORD from the heavens: 
praise him in the heights. 

Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts. 
Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light. 
Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be above 
the heavens. 

Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, 
and they were created. 

He hath also stablished them for ever and ever: he hath made a 
decree which shall not pass. | 3 
Praise the LORD from the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps: 
Fire, and hail; snow, and vapour; stormy wind fulfilling his 
word: | 

Mountains, and all hills; fruitful trees, and all cedars: 

Beasts, and all cattle; creeping things, and flying fowl: 
Kings of the earth, and all people; princes, and all judges of 
the earth: 

Both young men, and maidens; old men, and children: 

Let them praise the name of the LORD: for his name alone is 
excellent; his glory is above the earth and heaven. 

He also exalteth the horn of his people, the praise of all his 
saints; even of the children of Israel, a people near unto him. 


Praise ye the LORD. 


PSALM No. 150 


Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in 
the firmament of his power. 

Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his 
excellent greatness. 

Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the 
psaltery and harp. 

Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed 
instruments and organs. 

Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high 
sounding cymbals. 

Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye 
the LORD. 
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THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET, ISAIAH: Chapter 1 


HE VISION OF ISAIAH the son of 
Amoz, which he saw concerning 


Judah and Jerusalem. Hear, O 


heavens, and give ear, O earth. 


In the year that king Uzziah died I saw the LORD sitting upon 
a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 
Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with 
twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, 
and with twain he did fly. 

And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the 
LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. 

And the posts of the door moved at the sound of him that 
cried, and the house was filled with smoke. | 
Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean 
lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts. 
Then flew one of the seraphirns unto me, having a live coal in 
his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the 
altar: Me 

And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched 
thy lips; and thine iniquity 1s taken away, and thy sin purged. 
Also I heard the voice of the LORD, saying, Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me. 


The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them 
hath the light shined. 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace. | 

Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to 
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice 
from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts 
will perform this. 


And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a 
Branch shall grow out of his roots: 

And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; 

And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the 
LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, 
neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: 

But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove 
with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 
lips shall he slay the wicked. 

And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faith- 
fulness the girdle of his reins. 

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the 
fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as 
the waters cover the sea. 


The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; 
and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. ۱ 
It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and 
singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the 
excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the 
LORD, and the excellency of our God. 


Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. 
Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: 
behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a 
recompense; he will come and save you. 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of 
the deaf shall be unstopped. | 

Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the 


dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and 
streams in the desert. 

And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty 
land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each 
lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes. 

And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called 
The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it 
shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not 
err therein. 

No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up 
thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall 
walk there. | 

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion 
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall 
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away. 


Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 

Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her 
welfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for 
she hath received of the LORD's hand double for all her sins. 
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the 
way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God. 

Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall 
be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the 
rough places plain: 

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall 
see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 
The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is 
grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: 
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of 
the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. 

The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our 
God shall stand for ever. 

O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high 
mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up 
thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the 
cities of Judah, Behold your God! 

Behold, the LORD God will come with strong hand, and his 
arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and 
his work before him. | 

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the 
lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall 
gently lead those that are with young. > | 
Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and 
meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust 
of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in 
scales, and the hills in a balance? 

Who hath directed the Spirit of the LORD, or being his coun- 
seller hath taught him? 

With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, and 


taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him know- 


ledge, and shewed to him the way of understanding? 

Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted 
as the small dust of the balance: behold, he taketh up the 
isles as a very little thing. 

And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof 
sufficient for a burnt offering. ۱ 

All nations before him are as nothing; and they are counted to 
him less than nothing, and vanity. _ j 
To whom then will ye liken God? and what likeness will ye 
compare unto him? 

The workman melteth a graven image, and the goldsmith 
spreadeth it over with gold, and casteth silver chains. 

He that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation chooseth 
a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning work- 
man to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved. 
Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it not been told 
you from the beginning? have ye not understood from the 
foundations of the earth? 

It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the 
inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the 
heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell 
in: | 
That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges o 
the earth as vanity. 


Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown; yea, 
their stock shall not take root in the earth: and he shall also 
blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind 
shall take them away as stubble. 

To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the 
Holy One. 

Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these 
things, that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them 
all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong 
in power; not one faileth. 

Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way 
is hid from the LORD, and my judgment is passed over from 
my God? 

Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting 
God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth 
not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understand- 
ing. 

He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might 
he increaseth strength. 

Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men 
shall utterly fall: 

But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; 


| they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and 


not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. 


Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my 
soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring 
forth judgment to the Gentiles. 

He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in 
the street. 

A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall 
he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. 

He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment 
in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law. 

Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and 
stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that 
which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people 
upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein; 

I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold 
thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant 
of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; 

To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the 
prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house. 


Iam the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give 


to another, neither my praise to graven images. 


Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and 
extolled, and be very high. 


-As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more 


than any man, and his form more than the sons of men: 


So shall he sprinkle many nations; for kings shall shut their 
mouths at him; for that which had not been told them shall 
they see; and that which they had not heard shall they con- 


sider. 


Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of 
the LORD revealed? 

For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a 
root out of a dry ground; he hath no form nor comeliness; 
and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should 
desire him. 

He 1s despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from 
him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet 
we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 
But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for 
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; 
and with his stripes we are healed. 

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one 


to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity - 


of us all. | 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth nor his 
mouth. 


He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall 
declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the 
living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. 
And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in 
his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any 
deceit in his mouth. 
Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to 
rief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he 
shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of 
the LORD shall prosper in his hand. ` 
He shall see the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by 
his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many ; for he 
shall bear their iniquities. 
Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he 
shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured 
out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the 
transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made inter- 
cession for the transgressors. 


How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth 
good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation ; that saith unto 
Zion, Thy God reigneth! 

Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together 
shall they -sing: for they shall see eye to eye, when the LORD 
shall bring again Zion. 

Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: 
for the LORD hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed 


Jerusalem. 


Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without price. 

Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? 
and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken dili- 
gently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your 
soul delight itself in fatness. 

Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall 
live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even 
the sure mercies of David. 

Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader 
and commander to the people. 

Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and 
nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the 
LORD thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath 
glorified thee. | 
Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him 
while he is near: ۱ 
Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have 
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mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon. 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, saith the LORD. 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and 
returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it 
bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and 
bread to the eater: 

So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it 
shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whercto I 
send it. | 

For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the 
mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into 
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of 
the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the 
LORD for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut 
off. ۱ 


Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD 
is risen upon thee. 

For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross 
darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and 
his glory shall be seen upon thee. 

And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the 
brightness of thy rising. 

Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather 
themselves together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come 
from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. 

Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall 
fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall 
be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come 
unto thee. 

The multitude of camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries of 
Midian and Ephah: all they from Sheba shall come: they 
shall bring gold and incense; and they shall shew forth the 
praises of the LORD. 

For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden 
causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so the 
LORD God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth 
before all the nations. 


Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest 
come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy 
presence. 

As when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters 
to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the 
nations may tremble at thy presence! 


When thou didst terrible things which we looked not for, thou 
camest down, the mountains flowed down at thy presence. 
For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor 
perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside 
thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him. 
Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, 
those that remember thee in thy ways: behold, thou art wroth; 
for we have sinned; in those is continuance, and we shall be 
saved. 

But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags; for we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, 
like the wind, have taken us away. 

And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up 
himself to take hold of thee; for thou hast hid thy face from us, 
and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities. 

But.now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and 
thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand. 

Be not wroth very sore, O LORD, neither remember iniquity 
for ever: behold, see, we beseech thee, we are all thy people. 
Thy holy cities are a wilderness, Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem 
a desolation. 

Our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised 
thee, is burned up with fire: and all our pleasant things are 
laid waste. 

Wilt thou refrain thyself for these things, O LORD? wilt thou 
hold thy peace, and afflict us very sore? 


For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: 
But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, 
behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. 
And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the 
voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of 
crying. 
There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old 
man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an 
hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old 
shall be accursed. 
And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall 
plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. 
They shall not build, and another inhabit: they shall not plant, 
and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my 
eople, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for 
they are the seed of the blessed of the LORD, and their off- 
spring with them. 
And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; 
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear. 
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall 
eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent's meat. 
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith 
the LORD.. 
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THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET JEREMIAH Chapter 1 


HE WORDS OF JEREMIAH the son of 
Hilkiah, in the land of Benjamin: 


Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 

Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou 
camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained 
thee a prophet unto the nations. 


Then said I, Ah, LORD God! behold, I cannot speak: for I am 


a child. 
But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou 
shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command 


thee thou shalt speak. 


Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, Stand in the gate of the LORD’s house, and proclaim there this 


saith the LORD. 

Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. 
And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put words in thy 
mouth. 

See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the 
kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and 
to throw down, and to build, and to plant. 

Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto 
them all that I command thee: be not dismayed at their faces, 
lest I confound thee before them. 

For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an 
iron pillar, and brazen walls against the whole land, against the 
kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against the priests 
thereof, and against the people of the land. 

And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail 
against thee; for I am with thee, saith the LORD, to deliver 
thee. 


word, and say, Hear the word of the LORD, all ye of Judah, 
that enter in at these gates to worship the LORD. 
Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your 
ways and your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this 
lace. 
a ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the LORD, 
The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, are these. 
For if ye throughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye 
throughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbour; 
If ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, 
and shed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk after 
other gods to your hurt: 
Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I 
gave to your fathers, for ever and ever. 


Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of 


tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of the 
daughter of my people! 


Oh that I had in the wilderness a lodging place of way faring 


men; that I might leave my people, and go from them! for 
they be all adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men. 

And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: but they 
are not valiant for the truth upon the earth; for they proceed 
from evil to evil, and they know not me, saith the LORD. 


. Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and trust ye not in 


any brother; for every brother will utterly supplant, and every 
neighbour will walk with slanders. 

And they will deceive every one his neighbour, and will not 
speak the truth: they have taught their tongue to speak lies, 
and weary themselves to commit iniquity. 

Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit; through deceit they 
refuse to know me, saith the LORD. 

Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, I will melt 
them, and try them; for how shall I do for the daughter of my 
people? 

Their tongue is as an arrow shot out; it speaketh deceit: one 
speaketh peaceably to his neighbour with his mouth, but in 
heart he layeth his wait. 

Shall I not visit them for these things? saith the LORD: shall 
not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this? 

For the mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing, and 
for the habitations of the wilderness a lamentation, because 
they are burned up, so that none can pass through them; 
neither can men hear the voice of the cattle; both the fowl of 
the heavens and the beast are fled; they are gone. » 
And I will make Jerusalem heaps, and a den of dragons; and 
will make the cities of Judah desolate, without an inhabitant. 


Thus saith the LORD unto me, Go and get thee a linen girdle, 
and put it on thy loins, and put it not in water. ۱ 

So I got a girdle according to the word of the LORD, and put 
it on my loins. 

And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time. 
saying, | 

Take the girdle that thou hast got, which is upon thy loins, and 
arise, go to Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole of the rock. 
So I went, and hid it by Euphrates, as the LORD commanded 
me. ۱ 

And it came to pass after many days, that the LORD said to me, 
Arise, go to Euphrates, and take the girdle from thence, which 
I commanded thee to hide there. 

Then I went to Euphrates, and digged, and took the girdle 
from the place where I had hid it: and, behold, the girdle was 
marred, it was profitable for nothing. 

Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 

Thus saith the LORD, After this manner will I mar the pride 
of Judah, and the great pride of Jerusalem. 

This evil people, which refuse to hear my words, which walk in 
the imagination of their heart, and walk after other gods, to 
serve them, and to worship them, shall even be as this girdle, 
which is good for nothing. 

For as the girdle cleaveth to the loins of a man, so have I 
caused to cleave unto me the whole house of Israel and the 
whole house of Judah, saith the LORD; that they might be unto 
me for a people, and for a name, and for a praise, and for a 


glory: but they would not hear. 


The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah concerning the 
dearth. 

Judah mourneth, and the gates thereof languish; they are black 
unto the ground; and the cry of Jerusalem is gone up. 

And their nobles have sent their little ones to the waters: they 
came to the pits, and found no water; they returned with their 
vessels empty; they were ashamed and confounded, and 
covered their heads. 

Because the ground is chapt, for there was no rain in the earth, 
the plowmen were ashamed, they covered their heads. 

Yea, the hind also calved in the field, and forsook it, because 
there was no grass. 

And the wild asses did stand in the high places, they snuffed 
up the wind like dragons; their eyes did fail, because there 
was no grass. 

O LORD, though our iniquities testify against us, do thou it for 


thy name’s sake: for our backslidings are many; we have 
sinned against thee. | 

O the hope of Israel, the saviour thereof in time of trouble, why 
shouldest thou be as a stranger in the land, and as a wayfaring 
man that turneth aside to tarry for a night? 

Why shouldest thou be as a man astonied, as a mighty man that 
cannot save? yet thou, O LORD, art in the midst of us, and we 
are called by thy name; leave us not. 

The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 
Arise, and go down to the potter’s house, and there I will cause 
thee to hear my words. | 

Then I went down to the potter’s house, and, behold, he 
wrought a work on the wheels. - 

And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of 
the potter: so that he made it again another vessel, as seemed 
good to the potter to make it. 

Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the 
LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are ye 
in mine hand, O house of Israel. 


Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 
Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers 
in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was 
an husband to them, saith the LORD: 

But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law 
in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 

And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and 
every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, 
saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will 
remember their sin no more. e 


THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON Chapter 1 


OVE RIGHTEOUSNESS, ye that be 
judges of the earth: think of the 
LORD with a good heart, and in 
simplicity of heart seek him. For 
he will be found of them that tempt him not; 
and sheweth himself unto such as do not 
distrust him. 


For froward thoughts separate from God: and his power, 
when it is tried, reproveth the unwise. 


-For into a malicious soul wisdom shall not enter; nor dwell in 


the body that 1s subject unto sin. 

For the holy spirit of discipline will flee deceit, and remove 
from thoughts that are without understanding, and will not 
abide when unrighteousness cometh in. 

For wisdom is a loving spirit; and will not acquit a blasphemer 
of his words: for God is witness of his reins, and a true be- 
holder of his heart, and a hearer of his tongue. 

For the Spirit of the LORD filleth the world: and that which 
containeth all things hath knowledge of the voice. 


But the.souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and 
there shall no torment touch them. 

In the sight of the unwise they seemed to die: and their 
departure is taken for misery, 

And their going from us to be utter destruction: but they are 
in peace. 

For though they be punished in the sight of men, yet is their 
hope full of immortality. 

And having been a little chastised, they shall be greatly 
rewarded: for God proved them, and found them worthy for 
himself. 

As gold in the furnace hath he tried them, and received them 
as a burnt offering. 

And in the time of their visitation they shall shine, and run to 


and fro like sparks among the stubble. 


Terr 


They shall judge the nations, and have dominion over the 
people, and their LORD shall reign for ever. 

They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth: 
and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him: for grace 
and mercy is to his saints, and he hath care for his elect. 


For wisdom is more moving than any motion: she passeth and 
goeth through all things by reason of her pureness. 

For she is the breath of the power of God, and a pure influence 
flowing from the glory of the Almighty: therefore can no 
defiled thing fall into her. 

For she is the brightness of the everlasting light, the unspotted 
mirror of the power of God, and the image of his goodness. 
And being but one, she can do all things: and remaining in 
herself, she maketh all things new: and in all ages entering 
into holy souls, she maketh them friends of God, and prophets. 
For God loveth none but him that dwelleth with wisdom. 
For she is more beautiful than the sun, and above all the order 
of stars: being compared with the light, she is found before it. 
For after this cometh night: but vice shall not prevail against 
wisdom. 


For thou canst shew thy great strength at all times when thou 
wilt; and who may withstand the power of thine arm? 
For the whole world before thee is as a little grain of the 
balance, yea, as a drop of the morning dew that falleth down 
upon the earth. 
But thou hast mercy upon all; for thou canst do all things, and 
winkest at the sins of men, because they should amend. 
For thou lovest all things that are, and abhorrest nothing 
which thou hast made: for never wouldest thou have made any 
thing, if thou hadst hated it. 
` And how could any thing have endured, if it had not been thy 
will? or been preserved, if not called by thee? 
But thou sparest all: for they are thine, O LORD, thou lover 
of souls. 


ECCLESIASTICUS Chapter 38 


The wisdom of a learned man cometh by opportunity of 
leisure: and he that hath little business shall become wise. 
How can he get wisdom that holdeth the plough, and that 
glorieth in the goad, that driveth oxen, and is occupied in their 
labours, and whose talk is of bullocks? 

He giveth his mind to make furrows; and is diligent to give 
the kine fodder. 

So every carpenter and workmaster, that laboureth night and 
day: and they that cut and grave seals, and are diligent to make 
great variety, and give themselves to counterfeit imagery, and 
watch to finish a work: 

The smith also sitting by the anvil, and considering the iron 
work, the vapour of the fire wasteth his flesh, and he fighteth 
with the heat of the furnace: the noise of the hammer and the 
anvil is ever in his ears, and his eyes look still upon the pattern 
of the thing that he maketh; he setteth his mind to finish his 
work, and watcheth to polish it perfectly: 

So doth the potter sitting at his work, and turning the wheel 
about with his feet, who is alway carefully set at his work, 
and maketh all his work by number: 

He fashioneth the clay with his arm, and boweth down his 
strength before his feet; he applieth himself to lead it over; 
and he is diligent to make clean the furnace: 


Vendor 


zury Record Corporation 


All these trust to their hands: and every one is wise in his 
work. 

Without these cannot a city be inhabited: and they shall not 
dwell where they will, nor go up and down: 

They shall not be sought for in publick counsel, nor sit high 
in the congregation: they shall not sit on the judges’ seat, nor 
understand the sentence of judgment: they cannot declare 
justice and judgment; and they shall not be found where 
parables are spoken. 

But they will maintain the state of the world, and all their 
desire is in the work of their craft. 

I will now remember the works of the LORD, and declare the 
things that I have seen: In the words of the LORD are his 
works. 

The sun that giveth light looketh upon all things, and the 
work thereof is full of the glory of the LORD. 

The LORD hath not given power to the saints to declare all his 
marvellous works, which the Almighty LORD firmly settled, 
that whatsoever is might be established for his glory. 

He seeketh out the deep, and the heart, and considereth their 
crafty devices; for the LORD knoweth all that may be known, 
and he beholdeth the signs of the world. 

He declareth the things that are past, and for to come, and 
revealeth the steps of hidden things. 

No thought escapeth him, neither any word is hidden from 
him. 

He hath garnished the excellent works of his wisdom, and he is 
from everlasting to everlasting: unto him may nothing be 
added, neither can he be diminished, and he hath no need of 
any counsellor. . 

Oh how desirable are all his works! and that a man may see 
even to a spark. 

All these things live and remain for ever for all uses, and they 
are all obedient. 

All things are double one against another: and he hath made 
nothing imperfect. | 

One thing establisheth the good of another: and who shall be 
filled with beholding his glory ? 


The pride of the height, the clear firmament, the beauty of 
heaven, with his glorious shew; 

The sun when it appeareth, declaring at his rising a marvellous 
instrument, the work of the most High: 

At noon it parcheth the country, and who can abide the burn- 
ing heat thereof ? È 

A man blowing a furnace is in works of heat, but the sun 
burneth the mountains three times more; breathing out fiery 
vapours, and sending forth bright beams, it dimmeth the eyes. 

Great is the LORD that made it; and at his commandment it 
runneth hastily. 

We may speak much, and yet come short: wherefore in sum, 


he is all. 


Let us now praise famous men, and our fathers that begat us. 
The LORD hath wrought great glory by them through his great 
power from the beginning. 

Such as did bear rule in their kingdoms, men renowned for 
their power, giving counsel by their understanding, and 
declaring prophecies: 

Leaders of the people by their counsels, and by their know- 


ledge of learning meet for the people, wise and eloquent in 
their instructions: 

Such as found out musical tunes, and recited verses in writing: 
Rich men furnished with ability, living peaceably in their 
habitations: 

All these were honoured in their generations, and were the 
glory of their times. 
There be of them, that have left a name behind them, that 
their praises might be reported. 

And some there be, which have no memorial; who are perished, 
as though they had never been; and are become as though they 
had never been born; and their children after them. 

But these were merciful men, whose righteousness hath not 
been forgotten. 

With their seed shall continually remain a good inheritance, 
and their children are within the covenant. 

Their seed standeth fast, and their children for their sakes. 
Their seed shall remain for ever, and their glory shall not be 
blotted out. 

Their bodies are buried in peace; but their name liveth for 
evermore. 

The people will tell of their wisdom, and the congregation will 
shew forth their praise. - 


ECCLESIASTES Chapter 1 
The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. 


Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while 
the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou 
shalt say, I have no pleasure in them: 

While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not 
darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain: 

In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and 
the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease 
because they are few, and those that look out of the windows 
be darkened. 

And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of 
the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the 
bird, and all the daughters of musick shall be brought low; 
Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears 
shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and the 
grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail: because 
man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the 
streets: 

Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, 
or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken 
at the cistern. 

Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the 
spirit shall return unto God who gave it. 

Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher ; all is vanity. 

And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught 


the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, 


and set in order many proverbs. 


The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that 
which was written was upright, even words of truth. 

And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making 
many books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of 
the flesh. 

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and 
keep his commandments: for this 1s the whole duty of man. 
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